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PREFACE. 



Itis with a feeling of delicacy and reluctance that I spread the following pages 
before the public. Every well balanced mind instinctively shrinks from the presenta- 
tion of private affairs, even in self-defence. But the attacks that have been repeat- 
edly and for so long a time made on my character, compel me to the task. 

The histories of individuals, both in the church and state, are oftentimes so con 
nected with the vindication of virtue and the exposure of vice, as to render their 
publication necessary. Such is believed to be the case in the present instance. 

I should have submitted this defence before, but for two reasons. In the first 
place, it was not until a few days since that the last of the documents I had sent for, 
reached my hands. 

In the next place, I was anxious to take time in preparing my statements, so that 
every word might be duly weighed. These reasons, I doubt not, will satisfactorily 
account for my delay. 

It is not impossible that some reply will appear; and, it may be, that certain addi- 
tional ecclesiastical action will take place. For this, I wish it to be understood, I 
am fully prepared. The facts I now submit are all true to the very letter; and, if 
necessary, they can and shall be sustained, in a court of justice. 

The society of which I am the minister is not, in any way, responsible for the facts 
and opinions contained in this pamphlet. The work is entirely my own. 

I am compelled to speak more freely of myself than is agreeable to my feelings. 
I trust, however, I shall be excused, when the character of the assaults on me is 
generally known. 

My aim is to establish in every honest heart these facts: 

1. That I am much misunderstood, and therefore injured. 

2. That I have been hastily, and therefore unjustly, excluded from the church. 

3. That the course pursued toward me by " Elder JSTathaniel Culver, ^^ formerly 
of Washington County, N. Y., (now known as Rev. N. Colver, of Boston,) is 
malicious, and therefore the reasons for it should be exposed. 

Determined to mete out even-handed justice to others, and resolved to be satisfied 

with nothmg less mjrself, I respectfully submit the accompanying plain statement to 

the public. 

C. W. D. 

Boston, 58 Salem Street, March, 1846. 



* p. S.— JuNB 15.— Another reason is found in the repeated attempts made, by threats and other- 
wiae, to euppreas the work. It has been delayed on this account, from March until June. Th0 
names of the parties attempting thus to destroy the liberty of the press are given within. D. 
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DEFENCE. 



THE BAPTIST BETHEL SOCIETY. 

My attention was called to the subject of establishing a Bethel for 
seamen in Boston, and more immediately in connection with the Bap- 
tist Churches of this city, as long ago as the year 1839. At that time 
I wrote to my then friend, S. G. Shipley, Esq., and asked his kind 
aid in the enterprise. I was then pastor of a church in the city of 
Wilmington, Del., where I had been happily settled nearly three years. 
In 1840, 1 returned to New England, still bent on this great purpose 
of my heart. I corresponded and enquired with reference to it as ex- 
tensively as possible ; but it was not until the summer of 1842 that the 
door to enter this wide field of usefulness opened before me. I loved 
the object, for my father and many of my kinsmen were sailors. I 
had preached to seamen more than two years ; and had consecrated 
my life to their cause. 

In order that I might be sustained in my comtemplated meetings 
with as little expense as possible to my denomination, my first step 
waste establish the seamen's paper called "The Sheet Anchor." 
From this I expected to derive enough to pay the expenses of myself 
and family — and I should have done so, if its bills had been promptly 
collected and its business effectively managed by the publisher — so 
tlAt I could enjoy the happiness of preaching the gospel gratuitously 
to my brethren of the sea. 

Relying on the Sheet Anchor in this manner, and on the sum of five 
dollars a week, paid me by Mr. Theodore Abbott, then connected with 
me. in another paper I had originated to promote the temperance cause 
— the Boston (now the New England) Washingtonian — I commenc- 
ed the work of benevolence under the Bethel flag. The first meeting 
was held on Sabbath, June 16, 1843. I shall never forget the day. 
The hall I had procured was over the store of the firm known as 
Gould and Proctor, on the corner of Commercial and Lewis streets. 
It would seat a hundred persons. Chairs had been borrowed for the 
occasion, a rough box turned on its side was the platform, and a faded 
yellow wash stand, with the back broken off, was the desk. An old 
family bible was temporarily loaned me by Mr. B. Abrahams. I had 
brought my own hymn book, prepared (as I did) to raise the tunes my- 
self; and thus arranged, without a sexton, without a singer, without a 
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hearer, the first Baptist Bethel meeting commenced in Boston. I did 
not kow a single person beside myself who would attend. To my 
surprise, therefore, as well as gratitude, I counted about forty persons 
present in the morning ; and in the afternoon the number had more 
than doubled. We could not hold a meeting in the evening, for we 
did not have any lamps, nor oil to put in them if we had. But my 
xnind was made up. I saw success was before me — and I went for- 
ward — preaching from the text ** In the name of our God we will set 
up our banners." The congregation rapidly increased. The parti- 
tion was taken down, and a hall capable of seating 300 persons pro- 
vided. This hall was usually well attended every Sabbath ; and from 
the first day to this, the flag has been unfurled, and a meeting con- 
tinued for the benefit 06 seamen, in that place. Long may that flag 
float there — long may that meeting continue, for the best good of this 
dark and sinful world ! 

In August, 1843, the " Boston Bethel Union" had its origin in my 
«fibrts. I was placed under its sanction, elected its Chaplain and Cor- 
responding Secretary, although without any salary. 

Soon after this, I had the happiness to form the " Boston Marine 
Total Abstinence Society," an institution that has been the means, by 
itfi meetings in that Bethel and on shipboard, of obtaining thousands 
of seamen as signers to the temperance pledge, several of whom have 
since become humble and devoted Christians. From it afterward 
sprang the " Mariner's Total Abstinence Society," now one of the 
most eflicient temperance associations in Boston — and also, indirectly, 
the first Total Abstinence Society connected with the Bethel in North 
Square. 

The " Female Bethel Union" was originated by me not long after — 
a society that was mainly instrumental in paying for the settees in the 
Bethel, and that has done well in providing clothing and other neces- 
saries for seamen. It is still in active and useful existence. Some of 
its officers and members I am happy to esteem as among my best 
friends.* 

It was my privilege, also, to form a Bethel Sewing circle about the 
same time. This was usefully employed in the seamen's cause, imd 
is now merged in the Female Bethel Union. 

During the twenty three months I was chaplain of the Boston Beth- ^ 
el Union, I received for my labors in their service, and from the Mar- 
ine Temperance Society, a sum not exceeding $200. Nearly every 
dollar of this was contributed by individuals not connected with the 
Bethel Union. I acknowledged at the time and now acknowledge 
with gratitude, the sum of $70, received as the avails of a Seamen's 
levee, under the auspices of the first Sewing Circle ; a little short of 
820 from a concert connected with the cause of Temperance, given by 
those whose kindness will never be forgotten ; $30 from the first Tem- 
perance Banner presentation ; $30 as the offering of a few friends 
who held a social gathering at the Bethel; $26 from some of the mem- 
bers of the Female Bethel Union, as I was about leaving Boston; and 

* The name of this iMOciation has been suddenly changed, aince this panphlet ma in prees, to 
the '* Boston Baptist Female Bethel Society.'' The reason for this hasty chwgt is Quite obviouau 



I 



^ ^ - - '^^- 



925 presented me, as will be seen by accompanying letters, by a «oci- 
ety in Westboro,' Mass. 

In addition to these sums, I received perhaps ten dollars, handed me 
from time to time, which, with my marriage fees, amounted to about 
$200, for nearly two years of laborious service in the sailor's cause. 
During this period, ray wife and two children sickened and died at 
my former home — Norwich, Ct. Debts, incurred in removing to Bos- 
ton to engage in the cause of seamen, had to be paid ; and with all 
these expenses, I was expected, out of these $200, to set an example 
of generosity by contributing to all the benevolent objects presented at 
the Bethel and elsewhere, and board and clothe myself! 

How far the receipts connected with the Bethel were employed to 
enrich me, the public may judge, when it is known that of the $70, 
obtained at the levee, $50 were paid the next day for the purpose of 
keeping the Washingtonian newspaper afloat ; and the remaining $20 
were carried to the sick bed of my dying companion. The $25 receiv- 
ed from Westboro' were paid out in distributing a temperance newspa- 
per, and in a journey made to Washington for the sole purpose of plead- 
ing the cause of seamen there, and in introducing the Sheet Anchor 
into the Revenue Cutters and Marine Hospitals, that its circulation 
might sustain me in preaching at the Bethel in Boston without a sal- 
ary. Nearly every dollar of the remainder of ray receipts was ex- 
pended in fitting up my little room at the Bethel Hotel, a seamen's 
home where I boarded, and in paying a previous year's board bill of 
$178, to my friend the late Dr. J. C. Ayer.* 

While thus employed, at this compensation, I have begged the Bible 

for the pulpit of the Bethel Union, the clock that hangs on their wall, 

the curtains that screen their windows, and the lamps that light their 

desk, and put forth every efibrt in my power, at my best discretion, to 

do good to seamen. Knowing well the disposition and habits of my 

sea-faring brethren, I adapted myself to their wants. I went down 

among them, as my Saviour did ; and, as the son and brother of a 

sailor, I took their hard, tarry hands in mine, that I might win their 

noble hearts as trophies to the cross. I mingled in their temperance, 

social gatherings ; I chatted, sang and huzzaed with them over the glo- 

Aous triumphs of the pledge ; I stood on their ships' decks and rallied 

; them around the total abstinence banner; I sat at their tables, as re- 

j$ formed men, and partook with a heartv relish, of their humble fare — 

^' remembering that my Lord and Master once ate with the sailors of 

Galilee, and journeyed and slept in their lowly barks. 

Those were happy though laborious days to me. I felt in my ele- 
ment. I saw the sons of the ocean, the brethren whom I loved, com- 
ing to the fountains of Christianity, Temperance and Virtue. I saw 
their families blessed, as husbands, fathers and sons were redeemed. 
I was contented with my lot, and willing to spend my days in such a 
benevolent service ; but I discovered, toward the close of the second 

* Manj penoiw, I find, hare been under the impression thftt I spent money freely in trayelliof for 
pieasure. It was reported in Boston last summer, that I was expending •10 a week at Saratoga I — 
when, in reality, ray travelling expenses Were next to nothing, in eoDseqnence of my connection 
with the press, and I was hospitably enterUined as an invalid at the Springs. Thus is one base coin 
aaer anotW nailed to the counter I What petty scandal will my enemies put in circulaUon MZt 9 
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year, that, from some cause or other, I could not be sustained as I felt 
I ought to be. Prejudice, misrepresentation and slander were at work 
against me. Bereaved, dispirited and almost alone, I thought I saw 
indications of Providence that my usefulness could be greater in an- 
other department of the seamen's cause. 

In February, 1845, therefore, I began to take steps for changing my 
field of labor. I did this in a quiet manner, without casting a re- 
proach oaany, for withholding from me the support I so much needed. 
I made arrangements with the present preacher at the Bethel, Bev. P. 
Stow, to become my successor ; introduced and commended him to the 
people repeatedly ; and, in consequence of his difficulties at Dan vers, 
Mass., (his last place of settlement,) I aided him under circumstances 
he will well remember, by walking several miles to fill his place, that 
he might preach at the Bethel in mine, and thus secure for himself a 
useful post. 

As farther proof of the friendly feelings with which 1 parted from the 
Bethel, and my desire to benefit it, I insert here the following extract 
from my farewell address to the readers of the Sheet Anchor : 

'* I avail myself of this occasion to inform those friends at a distance who may 
not otherwise learn the fact, that the Bethel where I have preached to seamen 
and others, will be regularly supplied with a faithful ministry. I understand 
that Rev. Phihsas Stow, recently of Danvers, Mass., is engaged, under the 
sanction of several of the churches, and that his prospects of usefulness are en- 
courafiring. I hope my friends, and particularly those of the sea, will statedly 
attend at that dear little chapel in Commercial Street, and that it may become to 
them all *• none other than the house of God, and the gate of Heaven.' " 

Having thus discharged my duty, I preached my farewell sermon to 
a crowded house, on the third Sabbath in April, 1845 — uttering my 
last adieu with an uncomplaining tongue, and turning away with 
tears, like Paul from the shores of old Miletus. I felt that I was leav- 
ing a field of labor- that was very precious to my heart. I stated that 
my only object in going, was to do more good in the seamen's cause ; 
and in doing it, to earn, by the increase of the list of the Sheet Anchor, 
and by other honorable means, enough to pay the debts I had incurred, 
in my efforts for the good of others in that place. 

" The bead and fiont of mine oObiice 
Hath this extent— no more." 

I was told, just before leaving, in the strongest terms, by several 
persons, that a salary should be pledged to me, and raised, if I would 
stay. I was told, too, that the only source of complaint was that I 
had absented myself occasionally; while the very persons who made 
these promises and complaints knew very well that I was about going 
abroad in the cause of seamen, and bidding farewell to a people so 
much attached to, me, and to whom I was equally attached, solely be- 
cause I was not sustained at home.^ 

They knew very well that I wanted to stay, or I never would have 
gone on with such sacrifices as I had made. Out of the twenty-three 

*Tha majority of the eoogngatioD would haye sustained me, independent of the churches; 
hat I felt it to be my duty to go, that the churches might hare an opportunity to come forward in 
tlMwork. 
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months that I labored at that Bethel, I was not absent i6v,e. Three 
months of that time was spent at the bed side of my departed wife and 
children. The most of the ;remainder was occupied in a sad and soli- 
tary pilgrimage, made after I Had buried my loved ones, to the dwell- 
ings of my two only sistQjrs, on the prairies of Wisconsin. And even 
in these journeys, the elkiins of seamen were upairmost in my sout- 
I delivered addresses ia their behalf> and earaea aU I cplild for the 
Sheet Anchor. 

Surely, the Boston Bethel Union ^ has great reason to complain of 
me for this ! Surely, after laboring hard twenty-three months for the 
enormous sum of two hundred dollars, and involving myself in debt 
all the while to advance the work of Christianity and temperance 
among seamen, that Society is very kind to charge me with instability, 
and heap its anathemas on my head ! 

I pass by, as unworthy my notice, the individual remarks of some 
of the officers and members of the Baptist Bethel Society. The at- 
tention of the reader is called, now, to but two of their official acts. 
One of them is contained in their late " Address'' to the Christian pub- 
lic. The second paragraph of that address reads as follows : 

" About two yean previotis to this, (Jane last) however, a movement in be- 
half of seamen had been commenced, and a place of worship opened, in which 
Rev. Charles W. Denison officiated as preacher. Several of the members of 
the First and Second Churches, who then had confidence in this individual, co- 
operated with him in sustaining public worship on the Sabbath, a Sabbath 
School, and evening meetings, fiut'this movement failed to command the con- 
fidence of the churches, or the public generally, till at length, those few breth- 
ren who had acted in connection with Mr. Denison, became convinced that 
their confidence in him was misplaced, and he left the seryfce. Thus it will 
be seen that the Baptist Bethel Society has no connection with, and is in no 
sense responsible for the movements pr the character of Mr. Charles W. Den- 



ison." 



It is not in my nature to be acrimonious or revengeful ; but, aAer 
having bore my injuries thus long in silence, I shall now speak of this 
paragraph as it deserves. I write solely in self defence. 

I beg the public to notice the studied caution with which all allusion 
to the character of my early labors is avoided. Not the slightest inti- 
mation is given as to who originated the Baptist Bethel meeting. "A 
movement in behalf of seamen had been commenced, and ji place for 
worship opened." Very true ; and who commenced this " move- 
ment?*' Who opened this " place for worship ?" " Thereby hangs 
a tale," which the author of the address doubtless thought it prudent 
to keep out of sight. And who is he that is thus attacking an inno- 
cent man ? Who is he that is thus privily slandering his neighbor ? 
I answer, he is the Ber. William Grow£LL, Editor of the Christian 
Watchman, Boston, who wrote the document. He is the same " in- 
dividual" who once thought a poem of mine— ^' The Burial of 
Knowles" — ^good enough to be copied into his paper, but too good to 
have my name attached to it ! He is the same *' individual" who, 
(if report speaks truly,) Mowed his oumfaihm' to go the Poor Homey 

« How the BapUsi BsUmI SKleljr. 
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to be supported as a pauper ! And yet this " individual" talks about 
Ms being " in no sense responsible for the character of Mr. Charles 
W. Denison !" He " responsible'' for my character ! 

<* I thank thee, Jew, for teaohing me that word." 

Yes — and more than this : 1 devoutly thank Qoi that I am '< in no 
sense responsible for the character or movements" of the filial, dutiful, 
parent-honoring Rev. William Crowell. 

But it is said, by this " individual," that I had not " the confidence 
of the churches." Completely to disprove this false charge, I submit 
the following testimonial, signed by nearly all the Baptist ministers in 
Boston and vicinity, and given to me a short time previous to my 
leaving the Bethel : 

We the undersigned, having reason to believe Rev. Charles W. Denison cal- 
culated to be nsefnl in the cause of seamen, respectfully recommend his ap- 
pointment as an Agent to the managers of the American Seamen's Friend So- 
ciety : 

Daniel Sharp, Pastor of Charles St. Ban. Ch., Boston. 

Baron Stow, Pastor of Baldwin Place Ch., Boston. 

R. W. Gushman, Pastor of Bowdoin Square Ch., Boston. 

Rollin H. Neale, Pastor of First Baptist Ch., Boston. 

Robert Turnbull, Pastor of Harvard St Ch., Boston. 

William Hague, Pastor of Federal St. Ch., Boston. 

Duncan Dunbar, Pastor of South Boston Bap. Ch. 

J. W. Olmstead, Pastor of First Bap. Ch., Chelsea. 

J. W. Parker, Pastor of First Cambridge Bap. Ch. 

T. F. Caldicott, Pastor of Rozbury Bap. Ch. 

Nath'l Colver, Pastor of Tremont St. Bap. Ch. 

Geo. W. Bosworth, Pastor of Bap. Ch., JNedford. 

Jona. Howe, Publisher of the Sheet Anchor. 

S. G. Shipley,** a friend to seamen. 

Josiah Rogers, keeper of the Bethel Hotel, Boston. 

Benj. Abrahams, Treasurer of Boston Bethel Union. 

Hiram A. Graves, Editor of Christian Reflector. 

William Howe,t 

The Rev. Mr. Culver, formerly of Washington County, N. Y., was 
the only signer who seriously ol^ected to giving his name. The rea- 
son for this will appear in the sequel. I did not ask him — I did not 
urge him— rfor I really thought his name would do the cause of sea- 
men more harm than good — and was ahout removing the paper ; 
when, thinking it would not he judicious to he missed from such an 
array, he hastily seized the pen and signed it. 

Rev. Mr. Neale objected when I first asked his name, on the score 
of my being in debt — a strange objection for him to make — ^but when 
r assured him that my object in asking the appointment named in the 
paper was to secure the payment of my debts, in connection with the 
circulation of the Sheet Anchor, he readily gave his name. 

This document, then, given me at such a time, will show how true 
Mr. CrowelPs statement is respecting my having lost the confidence 
of the churches ; for if I had lost that confidence, these ministers and 

♦PrwidMitofBostMiBsilMlUiiioit t fChyUiMioiiary. 
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other gendemen, who knew perfectly well the feeling of the churches, 
would never have given me sach a testimonial. 

It will be observed that the Rev. William Crowell's name is not in 
the list. This may seem, to many, very unfortunate. But, the truth 
is, (whether I acted wisely or not time must determine,) I wished to 
be ** in no sense responsible" for an " individual" who would deprive 
another of the right use of his name, and (if report speaks'ttoly) con- 
sent to make a pauper of his own father. 

The other act of the Bethel Union, to which I have alluded, is one 
performed through the present chairman of their Board of Managers. 
That gentleman " took the responsibility" to notify one of the officers 
of the Mariner's Total Abstinence Society that they could not con- 
tinue their meetings in the Bethel, if I was allowed to attend and ad- 
dress them ! The Society the same week adjourned to the new 
Bethel, comer of Eastern Avenue and Commercial Street. 

This is the last official act of the Boston Bethel Union toward n^e. 
I leave the public to judge how far T have merited such treatment as I 
have received at the hands of that associaton. I leave the public to 
judge of the propriety of turning a seamen's total abstinence society 
into the streets of Boston, in the month of February, because they 
invited their former President to attend and address their meetings. 

The following resolutions, passed by that Society, in my abience, 
and without my having seen them, will express the views of the Ma- 
riner's Total Abstinence Society on the subject. 

[Extract from the Record Book of the Boston Mariner's Total Abstinence Society.] 

Tuesday •Evshino, Feb. 3, 1846. 

' President Vose in the Chair; Prayer bv the Rev. C. W. Denison ; Addrenef 
by Messrs. Hopkins, Walker, (a reformed seaman,) Rowan and Hanscomb. 

At the close of the meeting, Mr. Vice President Perkins arose, and requested 
the attention of the audience to some remarks that he had heard disrespectful of 
our beloved friend Denison. It appeared from Mr. Perkins's statement that the 
Mariner's Total Abstinence Society had been threatened, in case they should 
countenance Mr. Denison, and admit him into our meetings. This aroused the 
indignation of all present. It was considered to be an attempt to deprive us of 
one of our most able defenders. 

After some remarks in favor of our worthy friend Denison, and after he had 
retired from the Hall, the following resolutions were unanimously passed : 

Risolvedy That the Mariner^s Total Abstinence Society of Boston, solemnly 
protest against the unchristian course pursued by the Boston fiaptist Bethel So- 
ciety, toward the Rev. Charles W. Denison. 

Rtaolvtd^ Furthermore, that we best understand our own business, and know 
how to perform the same, and in leaving this Hall, we pledge ourselves anew 
to the cause of temperance, and its able advocate, Charles W. Denison. 

President Vose then informed the audience that hereafter the Societv will 
hold their meetings at the new Independent Bethel Hall, comer of East Boston. 
Ferry and Commercial streets. 

A true copy from the Records. 

Attest, E. PERRT, Secretary. 

It has been and probably will be said, that if I had not attended so 
many temperance meetings, and thereby "injured my moral character" 
by mingling so much with " common sailors," I should have been well 
sustained as chaplain of the Bethel Union. I am charged with the 
henious offence of a want of dignity in my manner of going down 
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the ladder of the fore-castle to do good to seamen ; and, unfortunately, 
I do not carry in my pocket a pair or two of black silk gloves to put 
on my hands when I stoop down to lift the unfortunate inebriate from 
the streets. I have even been known to walk arm in arm with a fore- 
]?Qast hand ! I have partaken of a simple repast, given by our Sea- 
ttien's Total Abstinence Society, in a temperonce restorator ! My 
worthy fathers and brethren in the ministry, can attend their public 
festivals in splendid rum-selling hotels, where the table is swimming 
in alcoholic poisons, and it is all right ; they can devoutly thank God 
for the good gifts of his beneficent providence, poured out in such 
purple streams of profusion, and give way at the late feast that the 
company may dance until the incoming of the small hours of the 
morning ; and not a solitary tongue is wagged in censure. But be- 
cause a humble seamen's preacher attends temperance social gather- 
ings, where the only beverage is cofiee, tea, or cold water, and puts 
forth his efforts there for the present and eternal happiness of his neg- 
lected brethren, until he embarrasses his finances, he is placed under 
the ban of ecclesiastical committees — allowed to suffer for the want of 
the patronage of the society that employs him — and finally is excluded 
firom the church ! 

But let me assure the persons who thus adjudge me, whether in the 
Baptist Bethel Society, or out of it, that they totally misapprehend 
my character. Sociable and cheerful as I am habitually, I defy any 
person to say that I have ever been found in any gathering, public or 
private, except in connection with some great moral reform. I am 
never seen at any mere parties of pleasure — even when invited to 
them by members of the Church. I never enter the walls of any 
place of mere public amusement. I am never heard indulging in jokes 
with reference to any personal matters. I challenge my enemies to 
Bkeet me on these points. If I am inclined, occasionally, to a repartee, 
it is always that I may lead those who hear it, to some, good act for 
themselves or others. I think I understand something of human na- 
ture ; I think I appreciate the peculiarities of seamen, especially ; and 
I must be allowed to pursue my own way of doing them and others 
good while I live, even if my '* moral character is injured" in the esti- 
mation of the Baptist Bethel Society. 

There is another thing I wish to have understood in this connec- 
tion. — The want of support I have had to experience as a Bethel min- 
ister, is not confined in its effects to myself alone. Other chaplains 
make the same complaint. I might, if it were prudent or necessary, 
give their names. They are men, too, much older and better than my- 
self — men who have all the " dignity" and " moral character'* requi- 
site even for the Baptist Bethel Society ; — and yet they are not sup- 
ported as they should be by the churches — yet they talk seriously, at 
times, of hauling down the Bethel fiag, and entering fields of labor 
where their toils will not be so harrassing. 

One of these preachers I will take the liberty to mention. He is 
the Kev. Mr. Steward, the Baptist Bethel minister in New York. 
Mr. Steward left a large and flourishing society in Groton, Ct., where 
he had dwelt, been known as a sea-captain and a pastor for a num- 
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ber of years,— where his support was good, and .where he expected 
to spend his days, to enter on the work of benefitting seamen ia 
the commercial emporium — among the rich and influential Baptist 
churches there. After toiling on in a room that would seat about 
a hundred persons, he wished to procure a chapel, and feel more 
certain with reference to the wants of his family. He made re- 
peated appeals to the churches. The following is an extract from 
one of them : 

** When I came, the brethren in the Churches said, ' you go on and labor, 
and we will take care of you and build you a house of worship.' Some have 
done well, especially some of the females ; but the pledge has hardly been ful- 
filled. Perhaps my brethren will think I ought not to have said it in public— I 
don't know as I ought I hesitated much about it, but I did not know how to 
say it in any other way, and I dare not hold mv peace. We applied to the tw^ 
Associations for aid, and received none ; and the Churches are unwilling to let 
as have any of their members that are able to help us. Some of my brethrea 
told me wlien I came, if we attempted to get away any of their members, they 
should go tooth and nail against us ; I suppose they meant those who had 
money. I pledged them that 1 would make no such effort, and I have fulfilk4 
it to Uie letter.* 

*' The little band are lifting hard, and I am trying to serve them for about one 
half of what 1 received in Connecticut, reckoning the difference in house rent: 
This, however, I do most cheerfully, and would not say a word about it only to 
let our friends know that ail we ask is only what is indispensably necessary. 

** Dear Brethren what shall we do ^ Shall we look to some other quarter ? 
Shall we go out of the city ? I most fully believe that the interest is the Lord's^ 
and he will take care of it.'* , 

Now this brother Steward has " the confidence of the churches," — 
he has not felt it to be his duty to attend at seamen's temperance meet- 
ings, as I feel it to be mine. And yet it will be seen that he is in 
need of "what is indispensably necessary." I ask the public, my 
enemies included, to think of these facts. I wish it to be understood 
and remembered, that my being in debt through any eflfortA to sustain 
a Baptist Bethel interest in Boston, and my leaving that interest, 
were owing more to the indifference of the Baptist churches to the 
claims of seamen, than to any thing else. 

I hope it will be borne in mind, too, that po efforts to promote 
Christianity among seamen, in this or any other country, can be 
extensively successful, unless they ard accompanied by strenuous 
exertions in the temperance cause. This is as clear to me as 
the sun at noon-day; and the christian churches will yet see it in 
the light in which its importance at this moment demands it 
should be viewed. Christianity can never conquer the world, while- 
sailors are flooding it with cargoes of New England Rum. If the 
Baptist Bethel Society, or any other Bethel Society, divorces itself 
from temperance meetings among seamen, rt may succeed for a 
time in building up a sectarian congregation ; it may be favored with 
a great many dry exhortations from dead professors, and numerous 
long prayers from formalists; but it can never be instrumental in 
promoting that living Christianity which is destined to overspread 

*I cm (ST tb* Ma» nitknArne* to mT Ubon la Barton. 
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the earth, when, hy means of Bethels, Bihies, Temperance and the" 
Holy Spirit, the abundance of the sea shall be converted to God. 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH^ 



I became a member of the First Baptist Church in Boston, in 1842. 
I was excluded from it, in a most hasty manner, in December, 
1845. Amongst its oldest and best members, are some of my oldest 
and best friends. I should have no complaint to make against this 
venerable church, except that which is too applicable to all churches — > 
a general indifference to the claims of the suffering sailor. Had not 
persons who are not members of the body interfered with Yne there, I 
have the best reason to believe that I should not have been excluded 
from the church. This I shall show in the course of the present de- 
fence. 

All the charges brought against me in the church, are specified and 
answered in the following document. I insert it here, nearly word 
for word as it was read to the body. 

Before this document is read, I ask attention to a few facts. 

1. I voluntarily wrote to the pastor of the church, nearly eight 
months since, informing him that my efforts in the seaman's cause 
had embarrassed me, and asking him to request the church to be pa- 
tient with me, and I would pay every thing. 

2. I came on to meet the church as soon as possiblOf after I received 
intimations that complaints were made against me. 

3. I was not allowed to appear before the church to make my defence , 
until I was excluded ! 

4. I appeared before a few of the male members, (volunteers who 
had no authority from the church to act,) nearly every one of whom 
was prejudiced against me. I had but just arrived in the city when 
they met, and but little time was given me to collect my proofs— -no 
one was present to counsel with me—- five persons took seats with 
them avowedly as my prosecutors— and, to crown the whole, (as a 
kind Providence would have it, to show his instrumentality in my per- 
secution,) " Mder Nathaniel Cidveri' formerly of Washington county, 
N. Y.f was invited in, and acted as my principal interrogator. 

5. This informal committee, after hearing every thing that could be 
alleged against me, and listening to my reply, made under such disad- 
vantages, politely invited me to withdraw, and then sat on my case 
without any friend of mine being present, and without any authority 
from the church, with closed doors ! The result, as I was informed at 
tjie close of the meeting, was that the church be recommended to with- 
draw my license to preach, leaving me still a private member in good 
standing ! That is, I was good enough to be a member of the Church 
of Christ, but not good enough to preach Christ's gospel ! 

6. When this decision was announced to me by the acting secre- 
tary, I was not told that I should be expected to appear at the next 
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church meeting. If he had said so, I should haTe come, althougli 
I had to go again to other places in order to complete my defence. 
But, instead of waiting for my return — instead of hearing my addi- 
tional proofs of innocence — the tnajority of the chtfrch present at a 
small meeting, held on the week following my departure, excluded me 
from the fellowship of the whole hody ! 

I am happy to have it in my power to state, that a considerable num- 
ber of the church refused to vote on the question — thinking that I 
ought to be heard in the presence of all the members. But their ap- 
peal, however made, was in vain ; and the guillotine of exclusion 
wrought its work upon me ! 

As soon as my arrangements were completed, I returned to Boston, 
gathered additional proof in the city, and appeared openly before the 
church. 

8. Here I asked permission for a friend to remain to take notes of 
what might be said, but this request was denied me ! 

9. A motion was then made that I be allowed to speak in my de- 
fence, although the vote of exclusion was not reconsidered. As an ex- 
cluded member, therefore, my ministerial vows disregarded, a strong 
tide of prejudice against me, with no one to advise me, I presented my 
defence as is now annexed. 

10. Notwithstanding my request to the contrary, I was once or 
twice interrupted in its reading ; and, at the close, grossly insulted by 
one of the members — Mr. Richard Burroughs, a gentleman residing 
in Charter street. 

I now submit my defence before the church. 



DEFENCE BEFORE THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BOSTON. 

[rkad in church mkktino.] 

My dear brethren and sisters in Christ: — ^This is one of the most solemn momenta 
of my life. I come before you, for the ^t time, to answer certam charges that have 
been preferred against me. May God in mercy grant me to speak and you to hear, 
nnder the influence of His Holy Spirit. 

Permit me to assure yon, at the beginning of my defence, that I shall not attempt to 
justify myself in anything wrong, nor shall I seek to criminate you or any one else. 
I confess, freely and sincerely, that I have come far short of my duty, as an humble 
member of this branch of the church of the Redeemer. I know it. I feel it. Most 
earnestly and truly do I ask your forgiveness that 1 have done and am doing so 
little for the glory of Him who has died for us on the cross. I beg of you to pray 
for me that I may be more holy, more humble and more useful in time to come. If 
I have.in any way wounded the feelings of any follow member, I entreat that I may 
be forgiven—even as God, for Christ's sake, has forgiven us all. 

There are two favors of a personal character which I respectfully solicit at your 
hands. The first is that I may be heard patiently, without anv interruption, to the 
close of my defence. The second is, that every brother and sister will pray for me 
at I proceed. 

I stand before you an innocent man; a man guiltless of all crime; a man earnestly 
striving to live a virtuous life; but a man struggling with pecuniary misfortunes, and 
the victim of grievous misapprehensions. Myheart does not condemn me; I feel, 
therefore, as I appear in your presence, that 1 am happy, for the spirit of glory and ot 



G^ resteth upon me. Sweet, indeed, is the sleep of my midnight pillow. Pleas- 
ant, indeed, are the hours of my daily toil. 

The earth is beantifal and bright to me ; for I am cheered through its most weary 
way by the protectingwin^of Him who watched over the patriarch in the wilderness, 
and by the good will of Him who dwelt in the bush. I know, I feel, I confess, that 
I am but dust and ashes in His holy sight. When I think of my repeated and long 
continued transgressions against Him, my heart exclaims: ** surely his compassions 
fail not; surely it is of the mercy of the Lord that I am not consumed." But as it 
respects my fellow-men, whether in this church or out of it, I am not conscious of 
intending them any wrong. Here, before Him into whose presence we are all so 
soon to be summoned, I solemnly declare, that I have a conscience void of offence 
toward God and man. I am called, like others, and especially those in the Chris- 
tian ministry, to be buffetted by the arch enemy of souls. His strong temptations 
come upon me, as they do on every pilgrim to glory. The inclinings of my wicked 
heart would lead me forever astray from the path of rectitude and virtue. But, 
thanks be to His adorable name! having received help of God, I continue to this day. 
Whatever may be your final decision ; whatever may be the judgment of many whs 
are without; I am content to abide the result. Consciousness oi innocence, with the 
help of God, will carry me triumphantly through severer trials than this. It would 
give me strength, I say it not boastfully — God rorbid — to brave the dungeon and en- 
dure the' stake. 

I huoobly submit that you have acted under a misapprehension of the facts of the 
case; and I indulge the hope that when they are presented to you in the light is 
which I sincerely believe they should be viewed, you will deem me far more worthy 
of sympathy and aid, than censure and expulsion. But be that as it may, I shall still 
endeavor to cherish towards you a christian spirit, and proceed forthwith in such a 
manner as my sense of the honor of God, and of my own character as His servant, 
may demand. 

With what, my friends, am I charged ? With adultery ? No. With fomicatioR 
or lasciviousness ? No. With Sabbath breaking? No. With blasphemy? witk 
heresy in doctrine ? No. With slander, or malice, or revenge ? No. With drunk- 
enness ? No. The only charges I have ever been informed of as coming before you, 
are those contained in the following letter from our pastor, received by me a few 
weeks since; the first and only conmmunication I ever received from him on the 
subject. 

Boston, Oct. 30, 1845. 

Rbv. Mr. Dbnison.— Dbar Brotbbs :— Reports unfavorable to your christian character, hare 
|>een in circulation for some time, particularly in reference to your pecuniary afihirs. Dea. J. Howe 
charges you with obtaining money from him in a manner that is unjustifiable. Deacon Richardson 
also feels hurt with the manner in which you obtained money from him, and no*, paying, or having 
the prospect of paying at the time you promised. These cases, too, are understood to be only spec- 
imens of other and similar transactions with other individuals. It is also charged against you, ttiat 
you sure excessively vain, that you are in the b&bii of resorting to unjustifiable expedients to obtain 
a temporary influence ; such for instance, as the account you gave of preaching at Hamilton, giving 
the impression that you were one of the preachers selSbted by responsible men on a public occasion; 
when neither the Faculty of the Institution, nor thd^ Pastor of the Church was aware that you 
preached at all, until after seeing the notice given by yourself in the Christian Reflector. It was then 
ascertained that you had preached somewhere in the town ; but in circumstances very different from 
what your letter would indicate. 

Tour having your portrait painted on a banner, that was piublicly presented to you, is another 
instance of childish vanity. Another instance of the same spirit, was the gettii^ up of the Bible 
presentation at the Tremont Temple, as a tribute of respect to the Rev. Charles W . Denison, which 
was placarded over the city. This is supposed to have had its origin and consummation with your- 
self. Every inquiry that is made about this affair, only presents you in a light which is unministe- 
rial and unchristian. 

These cases, too, are thought to be only specimens of many similar transactions. It is thought, 
that you are frequeritly in the habit of telling untruths. This is seen in connexion with the tran- 
sactions referred to above, as also in other cases. 

These things have for some time, been a deep grief to your friends, and to the church with which 
you are connected. 

Your case has l>een before the Prudential Committee for several weeks, and on Tuesday eve, of this 
week, was brought before the church. Ihe church voted to refer to a council of ministers, consisting 
of the pastors of the city. This council will be ready to meet on Monday of next week, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. If you can be present and meet the charges, which I have stated, it will save the church from 
the necessity of proceeding to exclude you from their fellowship. If you cannot possibly be here on 
Monday, the meeting of the council mieht be deferred a few days. But it is essential to your own 
welfare as well as the honor of the church, that this matter be attended to immediately. You cannot 
of course, become a pastor or clttplain, or the editor of a rdigious journal, until these sMioiM impa« 
tations upon yoor moral character are Mmoved. 
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I am sorry to have to write this letter. I feel a deep sympathy with you, and can malce allowance 
fbr your peculiar temperament. But it seems to me, I should be unfaithful as a pastor and christian, 
if I did not sanction as I do the procoedings of the church which I have noticed above. 'i' 

Your Friend and Brother, 

Rw. C. W. DsNisoM. ROLUN H. NEALE. 

This letter was received by me in Baltimore, the 6th of last month, having been 
forwarded to me from New York. I had previously written a letter to Mr. Neale, 
from New York, before I knew the church had proceeded to take steps in my case, 
on my pecuniary difficalties; in which I stated to him my determination to do my 
utmost to remove them, as soon as my impaired health would allow. {This letter is 
still inMr. Neale's pocket, having never, to my knowledge, been shown to the church.] 

Although Mr. Neale makes no allusion to this letter in his to me, yet if it were pro- 
dnced it would be seen that I was frank in statins to him my pecuniary embarrass- 
ments, and earnest and sincere in my pledges to him that I would do all I could to 
meet my engagements. But, in order to meet every charge as fully as possible, I 
wrote to Mr. Neale again the following letter, with a request that it might all be read 
before the church. I have understood from him that he stated *' the substance *' of 
it. I respectfully ask that the whole may now be read: 

Baltimobb, Nov. 10th, 1845. 
**To the First Baptist Church, Boston — 

"Dear Brethren and Sisters in Christ: — I last week received a 
letter from our beloved pastor, informing me that certain chai^^es had been preferred 
against me in the church. I would come and meet these charges in person, but for 
two reasons: — Ist,*'! understand, from another source, that there are certain individ- 
uals in Boston, not members of the church, who are disposed to molest me, and 
subject me to considerable expense, on account of debts due by the " New England 
Washingtonian,*' a temperance newspaper — debts which I am no more really l^und 
to pay than you are. The other reason for my not coming, is that I have just made 
such business arrangements in this city and Piuladelphia, that I could not leave with- 
out subjecting myself to material loss. 

'* I sit down, therefore, to answer all the charges by letter; and as I have endea- 
vored^ humbly and earnestly to implore the spirit of God to guide me while I write, 
so I pray it may direct you all while you hear my defence. 

** 1. The first charge against me, is that of my late partner, my esteemed brother. 
Deacon Jonathan Howe. In reply to this I beg to state a few facts for your serious 
consideration: 

" My agreement with Deacon Howe was, (as the writing and books will show,) 
that for editing the paper, and in my estimation the use of my name as a preacher to 
seamen, I should receive one half the profits. Of course these profits are to be de- 
rived from the entire income of the paper. Now there was due on the subscription 
list, at the time of my leaving, as shown by a publbhed statement to which Deacon 
Howe assented, the sum of $3000. One lialf of this is my due; for it was found, 
on m^ last settlement with Deacon Htfwe, that the paper had nearly, if not quite, 
paid Its own expenses. This will appear from the books. Out of this amount due 
the concern I had received, for editing the paper, travelling and lecturinx on its 
behalf, a little more than $200 a year ior neany three years! This, too, will appear 
from the books. Instead, however, of pioceeding with his collections, as he was in 
duty bound to do; placing his bills in the hands of regular collectors as I advised him 
to do; he demanded the repayment of all I had received! 

** I was grieved at this course of the good Deacon. I had done my utmost to sus- 
tain the paper. I had obtauned over 1 000 p^ing subscribers— over 800 of them from 
the U. S. government. These last he received the whole amount of, from the Bos- 
ton Collector of the Customs, without allowing me any commission. I had received 
but 25 cents on each of the rest I obtained for the two previous years. I was feeding 
and clothing myself the best way I could. My little property was so situated, thati 



* I feel very much obliged, certainly, to my late pastor, for his benevolent " sympathy " and cart 
over my " peculiar temperament.'' Let me aiTectionately beg him to accept my ''sympathy " fbr 
him in return, and to caution him to watch well his own " peculiar temperament." I hope he has 
not forgotten an excellent sermon he once preached, on the gentle " Dew of Hermon.'' I hope, too, 
ha has not forgotten ths time when his own allkirs needed something else beside " sympathy." 

2* 
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coald not avail myself of it. Under these circvmstances wkat was I to clo ? I did 
all I coald. I placed my library and fixtnrefl, insured in Boston for $600, in the 
hands of Deacon Howe, and the policy of insurance. This library and policy are 
now in his possession ; unless indeed he has sold the property, as he has intimated 
he should do, under the auctioneer's hammer. 

** This, brethren and sisters, is the security which my worthy brother Howe has 
af^inst me. I leave it with you to say, whether I have dealt with him * in a man- 
ner that is unjustifiable.' I confess, however, that 1 was not so particular in keeping 
my accounts the first two years as I should have been. I meant to be honest, and 
thought such would be believed, even if every line and book was not exactly accord- 
ing to strict mercantile rules. 1 am sorry for this neglect, however, and humbly beg 
to be forgiven, both by yon as a church, and Deacon Howe. I think it has taught 
me a salutary lesson, and that I shall be more careful in future. It is my intentioa 
to settle every month with my present partner, having thus learned by a painful ex* 
perience that * short settlements make long friendships.' 

** But, my friends, I am willing to go further. Even admitting that Deacon Howe 
eannot, after a fair trial, collect what is due me from the list — even admitting that 
my library and other moveables do not bring more than $200—1 solemnly pledge 
myself to pay him every cent that shall be his due. I trust I shall soon be in the 
receipt of a salary of $1250 per annum, as a Chaplain in the Navy, being ordered to 
sea for three years. This will more than pay off every farthing I owe. i once paid 
$200 a year, of old debts, out of a salary of $500 paid me by one man ; and it shall 
go hard with me if I do not save $800 a year out of a regular salary of $1250. 

** I shall take good care how I put my name on notes again, and keep my 
personal expenses as close as possible. This assurance Deacon Howe has recency 
received from me. If he will wait patiently, and God grant me his blessing, the ut- 
termost farthing shall be paid him. 

. ** 2. As to the debt due Deacon Richardson. This is one of the debts of the Wash- 
ingtonian, for which I never received the least benefit whatever. At the time it was 
eontracted, (and the money paid to take up a note for the temperance cause, not for 
myself,) I as much expected that it would be paid by the Bethel Union, as I expected 
40 see the son rise and set. I had no doubt of it; and I was thunderstruck, on re- 
turning from a tour to see my kindred and to recruit my health — soon after commit- 
ting my wife and two children to the grave — to learn that not a dollar had been col- 
lected! My heart sank within me — and I resolved, in a little while, that I would 
leave a field where it was evident I could not be sustained. I went abroad as an 
agent of the cause of seamen, in connection with the Sheet Anchor; and succeeded 
in obtaining from my little patrimony in Connecticut, $100 of the $150 due Deacon 
Richardson, which was remitted to him, and which I presume he has received. The 
remaining $50 I will certainly pay him — with the smiles of God on my endeavors t» 
do so. If I had received what I bad every reason to expect at the Bethel, he and 
all others I owe, would have been paid some time since. 

. ** Not one of my creditors but shall be paid. All I ask is patience and forbear- 
ance. My most intimate friends, those who have known me from my youth up, are 
well aware of my determination in this matter. They know that I • never give up.' 
Go, and ask in my biith place, and what will the people tell you ? Ask Rev. Mr. 
Clark, pastor of the church in Norwich, where I have been known from a boy. And 
he, and they all will tell you, that whatever may be my losses, and however I may 
struggle with difficulties, I always pay in the end. 

** Dear brethren and sisters, be merciful to me. Do not ruin me.^ Do not by ex- 
cluding me from your fellowship, prevent me from doing the very thing you want me 
to do. In some other place than Boston, perhaps oir'the wide ocean, where I cannot 
be misconceived, I will toil on in humble dependence on God, until all are satisfied. 
I receive now a salary for conducting my new paper, ' The Light-Ship,* and am en- 
titled to 50 cents cash, on every paid subscriber I obtain. Now this will support me, 
and enable me to pay $600 of my debts the present year, if God bless my efibrts on 
the land. 

** 3. As to my being * excessively vain.' I am happy to state that the ground of 
this charge is wholly baseless. In my preaching at Hamilton, my course was en- 
tirely diff^ent from that represented. 1 was invited to preach by a special invita- 
tion from one of the officers of the N. Y. State Edncatioa Society, a prominent mem- 
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h&t of the Hamiltoa Charch, The notice of my preaohing was given at the close of 
the Commencement exercises, in the College Chapel, by the presiding officer of the 
Education Society, who urged the people to attend. I presume the pastor of the 
church was present when this notice was thus publicly given. In the account of the 
Commencement, I had no intention of making it appear that I was invited to preach 
by the Faculty. I wrote anonymously, and stated all the preaching, as is the case, 
frequently, in the minutes of our associations. Brethren are reported as preachig^ 
in the neighborhoods, who are not invited to preach by the associations or churches. 
How could I be supposed to praise myself, when I said not one word about my preach- 
ing, and when no one could know who wrote the letter ? And, besides, such cases 
are frequent. Suppose Rev. Mr, Sampson, of Washington, in giving an accoant (as I 
presume he will) of the late meeting of the Maryland Union Association, shall speak 
of himself as having preached, delivered addresses, &e. ? Is he therefore, * exces- 
sively vain ?' Many similar instances might be adduced. I trust, my dear bretliren, 
you will not blame me, when you hear these facts. 

** The painting my portrait on a banner, giving me a bible, pencil, and such tokens 
of affection, should not be alleged against me. The notices of the meeting at the 
Tremont Temple, were written by one of the committee of the Mariner's Total Ab- 
stinence Society. I declined having anything to do with writing them, telling him, 
at the time, my reasons. 

<* It might as well be said that our esteemed pastor is * excessively vain* because 
he allows his portrait to hang in his house by the side of that of Dr. Wayland. Mr. 
Cushman has had his likeness lithogra{^ed, knowing it would be placed in the shop 
windows. Is he, therefore, * excessively vain?' in the banner that was painted, an 
attempt was made to represent one of our ship-board meetings. This could not be 
done, without painting it as near the truth as possible. The design is the painter's, 
entirely. I knew nothing of it until it was sketched on the canvass. 

<* I have thus, dear brethren and sisters, answered the charges which have been 
preferred. I shall be happy if I have answered them to your satisfaction, and you 
will give me a letter of dismission to unite with the First Baptist Church in this city. 
I am known here, and at Wilmington, and Philadelphia; and whatever tiials I have 
had to pass through in years gone by, I am clear of all charges, and wish to remain 
so. 

** It is not for mysdlf alone that I plead. My character is the property of my be- 
loved son — the only tie that remains of those that once bound my household together. 
I am well received, now, in thousands of pious hearts. My new paper has already 
made many friends, while it is enlarging the field of my usefulness. I am happy in the 
enjoyment of Christ. I cultivate a close walk with him, as far as my poor, sinful 
heart will allow me. My passions, habits, plans, methods of speaking are undergo- 
ing a material change; and I ask only that you will not cut me off, but be merciful, 
as you yourselves, beloved friends, hope for merey. 

** A letter will reach me at this place, if directed to the care of Messrs. Wilde & 
Co., Publishers. Hoping it will be a letter of dismission, and praying the God of 
peace, and salvation may be with you, 

I remain your brother, in a gracious Redeemer, 

C. W. DENISON. 

Soon after my letter from Baltimore yhlb despatched, I received the following from 
your clerk. 

TUBBDAT EVSNINO. 

It -was voted that a' council in four ease be holden at the vestry of our church, Friday next, at 
3 o'clock P. M., to consist of Pastors and Delegates from the churches in the city. It is of the 
utmost importance that you should be present on this occasion, as your future course may very much 
depend upon the result. And I am directed by the Pastor to say to you privately that if you are not 
present and make some concession, that the probability is that you will be excluded.* You are 
therefore respectfully requested to be present, and satisfy personally those brethren who may bring 
charges against you. In much haste. 

Yours itespectfully, 

ALFRED B. TURNER, Clsbm. 

* This was very cWitable and considerate certainly I If I did not come instantly, at whatever 
sterlflce, I would he ** excluded!^ Why this haste to exclude me, even unheard? The sequel of 
tlito puopUet wiU ansimr UMq«4stioa. 
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To this I replied) immediately, stating that I could not come at the time proposed, 
trat that I would be present this evening, Dec. 31. [I made a mcmorandiim to this 
effect in the Boston Almanac, in the page for that date — where it now stands.] It 
will be seen that I am as sood as my word. 

In a few days after sending this letter, on Saturday, Dec. 18, 1 received, in Balti- 
more, as forwarded to me from New York, a printed catalogue of my library, con- 
taining in its title the intimation that it was to be sacrificed under the sheriff's hammer. 
As soon as I had fulfilled my three appointments to preach in Baltimore, I staited for 
Boston, and travelled day and night to arrive here on Wednesday morning. This I 
accomplished; but at too late an hour to save my property. It went off, made up in 
part of books given me by departed parents, to the highest bidder — although I offered, 
the moment I arrived, to pledge every thing I oould, to pay the debt. But my libra- 
ry, embracing some nine hundred volumes, is gone! My prayer b that it may be the 
means of doing good as it is scattered abroad. 

On Wednesday evening, December, 17th, at the instigation of our pastor, and by 
my consent, an informal committee of male members met at Deacon Shipley's, when 
the charges named in Mr Neale's letter were repeated, '* in substance,*' and replied 
to by me as well as could be done under the circumstances — standing as I did alone, 
and without any previous preparation. Many facts, which I shall produce in this 
defence, I could not then bring forward, for want of time. 

The result of that meeting was the passage of a vote, read to me by Mr. Simp- 
son, the acting secretary, stating that it would be recommended to the church 
that my ** license be withdrawn." Nothing was said by Mr. Simpson about the 
necessity of my appearing before the church last Tuesday evening — nothing of an^ 
probable action in my case. I therefore supposed, of course, it would lie over until 
to-night — the regular church meetine. 

Being called away to New York by my business very early the next morning 
after the committee meeting, I wrote to our pastor as follows: 

3osTON, Dec. 19, 1845. 

Mt Dear Brother, — I shall leave for New York thia mominsf, to resoma my efforts to extend 
the circulation of the "Light Ship." Though my name does not appear on the paper, I consider it my 
duty to obtain all the subscribers I can for ii — especially as every dollar thus earned is a dollar devo- 
ted to the pa/ment of my just debts. 

God willing, I shall return and attend the regular church meeting a w^^ from next Tuesday eve- 
ninff. ^y that time ample opportunity will be afibrded all parties fur calm reflection. Perhaps, too, 
God may espucially interfere, and provide me the means to pay Sleeper k Rogers, and Deacon Rich- 
ardson, at once. Would that He might be pleased to place in my hands enough to pay every farthing 
I owe I 

Tou will be glad to learn that I depart on my journey, with my mind tit peace with God and man. 
I am deeply sensible of my many short-comings — but I feel a sweet assurance that an all-wise provi* 
dence will in some way enable me to convince all that 1 have intended no wrong. 

One word as to brother N. Colver. I regret that he is still unconscious of the injuries he is doing 
me. He forgets the terms his spirit was left to apply to me at the late meeting in \ew York. But 
I want to see him in your presence ; and nothing of the kind would afford me more pleasure than to 
be reconciled to him. 

Give me your prayers, and believe me truly thine in Christ, 

C. W. DENISON.* 

After arranging my afiairs in Philadelphia and New York, in an honorable manner, 
I. was preparing to return to Boston for the express purpose of meeting the church, 
as stated in this letter to Mr. Neale, when the following letter came to hand in Phila- 
delphia last Saturday, the 27th inst. You may judge, dear brethren and sisters, my 
surprise on receiving it, when you hear it read: 

Boston, Dbcbmbbr 24th, 1845. 
Dear Bro. Denison, — You were probably aware or rather 1 should say informed that your case 
would be brought before the church in a definite form last evening. The church met according to 
special notice m the vestry. After the opening of tiie meeting. Bro Shipley stated the object for 
which we were convened, and stated the fact that an informal meeting had been held by some 15 or 
90 brethren. A report from that body was read by their secretary, Wm. R. Collier, staling in full 
what had then and there taken place. The church then voted to proceed and deliberate upon the 
charges brought against you, and the testimony produced ; some statements were then made by Bro. 
Abrahams, and the subject freely discussed. During this debate another resolution was adopted, 
that, from the evidence produced before us this evening, it is in our estimation that Bro. C. W. Den- 
ison has been guilty of obiaining money upon false pretences. Having considered your case further, 
the church passed the following resolution, which was offered by Bro. Uraun. 

* Instead of reading this ietlar lo the church, Mr. N. lupt it " privately " in his pocket i 
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• 

Rbsolvbd, That Bro. Charles W. Deniaoo, having boea guilty of fidsahood and daception, bt 
excluded from aH the special privileges of this church. 

Having performed the dutj devolving upon me, however painful this may be to us and to the causo 
of Christ, yet I trust it will be for the goood of all connected with you. 

I remain in liaate, Yours Respectfully, 

ALFRED R, TURNER. 
Clerk of 1st Baptist Church, Union Street. 

P. S. I willpresent any communication which yon may wish to make, as we have the regular 
meeting next Tuesday evening.* 

I was surprised that you should exclude me from your fellowship, without having 
heard me in my defence — ^without waiting for me to vindicate myself as far as pos- 
sible. But I do not mean to blame you m the least. I doubt not you thought the 
cause of Christ was suffering on my account; and that the sooner my exclusion took 
place the better it would be for that dear cause. 

This, then, is the position under which I appear before you. These are all the 
charges I am called upon to meet. 

1. The charges specified in Mr. Neale's letter of Oct. 30. 

2. The charges, not included in that letter, preferred before the informal commit- 
tee of brethren, on Monday evening, Dee. 17. 

3. The charges contained in the vote of exclusion, as given in the letter of our 
clerk, dated Dec. 24. 

To each and all of these charges — and to any and all others that may be preferred 
against me — I am now ready to reply. 

>I &^in beg your patient and candid attention as I proceed. 

1. The charges in Mr. Neale's letter. 

These are answered so fully in my letter to Mr. Neale, dated Baltimore, Nov. 7, 
that I shall now detain you with nothing but additional proofs of my correctness. In 
the first instance, I refer to the case of Deacon Howe. As additional proof that I 
did not obtain mone^ from Mr. Howe in a ** manner that is imjustifiable,'* I submit 
his receipt in full of all demands, to this date. 

Boston. Dbo. 30, 1845. 
Received of Charles W. Denison a Note for Eight Hundred Forty-Two Dollars 42 cents, in full for 
all demands to this date, on interest, fifty per cent of which I hereby agree to discount If paid within 
one year. JON A. HOWE. 

My reliance to meet this sum, advanced to me was on the collections from the 
subscription list; of which there was a large amount unpaid when I left the paper, 
as will be seen by the following statement made by the authority and under the sanc- 
tion of Mr. Howe himself. It is found in the Sheet Anchor for Sept. 6, 1845, — in 
nay valedictory address. 

" Let me here appeal to delinquent subscribers. Therb arb probably $30no nuB this concxrm 
FROM THOSB WHO HAVB NOT PAID FOR THBiR PAPBR8. This amount, if remitted at once, would 
be of great service in continuing the usefulness of the paper. Shall it not be forthcoming immedi- 
ately 1 Can those who owe it maintain a good conscieoce toward God, while they continue thus to 
delay its payment. True, each sum is small in itself; but, when multiplied by several hundred, for 
nearly three years, it is an aggregate worth attending to. For the sake of the worthy publisher, who 
has made great sacrifices to continue the paper to subscribers with punctuality, and always on good 
paper and In handsome type, I entreat delinquents to remit him the amount tliey owe without delay. 
God, and the poor sailor, will btess you for it.'' 

(Signed.) CHARLES W. DENISON. 

"We do, therefore, most earnestly and respectfully desire all who stand indebted to remit to us (by 
mall at our expense, if no other means offer,) without delay." 

(Signed.) THE PUBLISHER. 

In addition to this dependence, I went out as an agent, hoping by collecting 
subscribers to meet all Mr. Howe's demands on me. In this design, I met with 
several reverses; my health became poor; my spirits were depressed, from vari- 
ous causes ; and I failed to pay him as T intended. This disappointment I felt 
and still feel most keenly ; as I knew Mr. Howe needed the money in his busi- 
ness. But I had done the best I could, under my peculiar discouragements ; and 
feel acquitted at the bar of my conscience, as I trust to be at the bar of my God. 

Still bent on my efforts to pay Mr. Howe every dollar I had received from 

* My "communication," it will be perceived, was made in person. 
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him, I applied, at the siufgestion of several naval gentlemen, and others, for the 
post of chaplain in the Navy — hoping that such a station would increase my use- 
fulness and the voyages benefit my health. This application was enforced by a 
l^reat many excellent names, all of which are now in the Department at Washi 
ington. ^From among the numerous letters sent on to the President of the Unit- 
ed States, and Secretary of the Navy, I select the following from Hon. J. C. 
Spencer, Rev. Mr. Stewart, Rev. Mr. Parker, and Rev. Mr. Gurley. 

To THB PrBSIDBNT OP THB UnITBD StATBS — 

Sib,— Having had the opporiuaitj of becoming acquainted with the Rev. Mr. Denison, and with 
his services and labors in behalf of seamen, I can not forbear uniting with other citizens in warmly 
rttcommending him to the President for an appointment as Chaplain in the Navy. He seems to have 
wholly devoted himself to the temporal and eternal welfare of that valuable but much neglected class 
of men, and I have reason to know from the best sources of information, that he has been eminently 
successful. Men so strongly imbued with the spirit of Christian philanthropy, are so rare, that it 
would seem to be a duty to employ them in their proper and favorite vocation, whenever the oppor- 
tunity presents. His own means of future usefulness will be extended and improved by such an 
employment, while he will confor inestimable benefits on our gallant tarSj— and such as very few men 
are capable of conferring. 
■ I would most fervently hope that his present application may not &il. 

With the highest respect, 
j^LBANT, Oct. 9, 1845. Your Ob't Senr't, 

J. C. SPENCER. 

Nbw York, Oct. 17th, 1846. 
The Hon. Gbobgb Bancroft, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 

Sir,— I have learned with pleasure that the Rev. W. C. Denison is an applicant for a Chaplaincy 
in the Navy. Widely and favoiably known as a friend to the sailor, zealously devoted for years past 
to the promotion of his best interests and welfare, scarce yet in the prime o^life, with acknowledged 
talent, cultivation and eloquence as a speaker, I cordially recommend him to your favor as one 
who I believe peculiarly qualified to accomplish the purposes of the appointment he aoeks. And 
have the honor to be, Sir, ^ 

Most respectfully, 

Your Ob't Servant, 

CHAS. SAM. STEWART, Chaplain U. S. Navy. 

Nbw York, Oct. 23, '45. 
Sir,— The Rev. Charles W. Denison, of the Baptist Denomination, has been for the last three 
years, the editor of a paper for Seamen, called the Sheet Anchor— which has been eminently 
useful amonsr the class for whom it is designed, contributing much to their intellectual and moral 
elevation. From his known zeal for the spiritual welfare of Sailors, his suecess as a preacher among 
them, and respectable standing among all to whom he is known, I have no hesitation, but with ^reat 
pleasure, give him my most cordial testimony of his fitness, as a chaplain in the navy, for which I 
nndentand he intends to make application for an appointment. 

laoet respectfully your Ob't Servant, 

B C. C. PARKER, Minister of the Floating Church 
of our Saviour for Seamen, in the city and port of N. Y. 
To THB Hon. Gbo. Bancroft, &c., &c., 

Secretary of the Navy of the United States. 

Washington, 18th Oct., 1845. 
Sir, — I have the honor and pleasure to say that I have known for several y^ars, the Rev. Charles 
W. Denison, as a very active and devoted friend to seamen, and as a Christian minister earneatlv and 
efficiently engaged ia the promotion of the various objects of religious benevolence. Should he be 
■ttccessful (as 1 trust he may) in obtaining an appointment as Chaplain in the Navy. I cannot doubt 
that he will greatly promote the cause of sound morality, of religious instruction and practice in the 
naval service. Mr. Denison has, for some ^ears conducted a valuable periodical, mamly devoted to 
the benefit of seamen, and his mind is very intent upon their improvement and welfare. 
I have the lienor to be Sir, with the highest respect. 

Your Friend and Ob»l Serv't, 

R. R, GURLEY. 
Tbb Honorablb J. K. Poxk, President of the United States. 

I solemnly declare that one of my objects in seeking this important, and to me 
useful post, was and is, to pay every dollar 1 owe. Receiving assurances from 
Mr. Bancroft, that in case {j, certain vacancy occurred, my name should be sent 
in to the President, and being assured by the President that he regarded my ap- 
plication with favor, I felt and still feel encouraged to hope that the post might 
be obtained. But determining not to remain idle in such expectation, I made 
immediate arrangements to start another seamen^s paper, under the circum- 
stances set forth in the annexed legal instrument : 

This aarreement made the 15th day of October, 1816, between Myron Finch of the city and county 
of New York, of the first part, and Rev. Charles W. Denison of the city and county aforesaid, of the 



A. - _ -.L.'-^ 



38 

Meond part, Witnesseth that the said party of the first part a«rrees to publish a papdr to be called thtf 
Li^t Ship on the first and third Wednesdays of each month ; said paper to be devoted to the cau^ 
of Sailors and Boatmen ; and the said party of the second part agrees to furnish matter for said papMf 
a9 editor of the same for the term of one year for ten dollars per number, and to cbvote as much of the 
remainder Of his time as he can to a general agency for said paper, for which the party of the first 
part agrees to pay him fifty per cent or fifty cents on each subscriber thus olMained who pays one 
year's subscription. This arrangement is not to be binding for a longer period than one year, unless 
by mutual consent of parties. It is further agreed that no change, either in editorship or proprietor- 
ship, shall be made in daid paper without mutual consent of parties. 

MYRON ^''INCfH 
Signed and sealed in presence of ^ CHARLES W. DENLSON. 

J. K. WbllmAn. ) 

Here, a^ain, my object was to pay my debts in an honorable manner, by my 
own exertions. Besides my regular salary of $240 a year, 1 received authority 
to pledge the paper for the payment of my debts, to the amount of $750 — as the 
following writing will show : 

LiftHT Ship Office, ) 
New York, Dec 16th, 1845. \ 
This may certify that Rev. Charles W. Denison is hereby authorized to contract for supplying tMi 
Light Ship to his creditors and others at fifty cents per copy per annum to the amount of Seven 
Hundred and fifty Dollars. And the undersigned hereby agrees to make good on his part, all such 
contracts entered into by the said Denison, by ftiithfuUy supplying the papers as per agreement. 

^ Witness, I MYRON FINCH, Proprietor Light Ship. 

JOHN H. BmiK. 5 

Mr. Denison is also authorized to appoint agents in such places as he may risit at his discretion, 
and to make arrangements for transtnitting the papers to subscribers. 

Light Ship Office, ? MYRON FINCH. 

New York, Dec. 16, '45.^ 

In proof that there was a good prospect that my debts would be materially 
lessened by these labors I was putting forth, under the blessing of God, I sub- 
init a receipt for my earnings for only a few weeks — and that, too, under cir- 
cumstances of the greatest possible disadvantage, with my pathway shrouded in 
gloom, and nothing but God*s smiles, a clear conscience and good habits to sus- 
tain me. The receipt is as follows : 

Rev. Cha's. W. I^nison, In account urith Myaon Finch, 

Dr. to 110 Subscribers obtained at sundry times, within a few weeks in Utica, 

New York city, Wilmington, Philadelphia and JBaltimore, * 91 10 00 

Cb. by Commissions 955 0(>-CBah $55 00, 110 00 

00000 

New York, Dec. 22d, 1845. MYRON FINCH. 

The above is designed as a receipt in full up to date. 

MYRON FINCH. 

At this rate, when the paper should be fairly under way, I could obtain, by 
hard and persevering labor, travelling from house^ in the cold of winter and the 
heat of summer, about |tl400 a year — one half of which would, of course, be 
mine ; so that with my salary of 1(240, 1 could realize, from this honorable and 
useful yet laborious source, over ^900 per annum. Every dollar of this, beyond 
the supply of my absolute necessities, 1 intended to apply to the payment of my 
debts — Mr. Howe*s of course included among the fitst. In addition to this, £ 
have made arrangements to write for a magazine, at the rate of two dollars a 
page of printed matter^ as will appear by the certificate herewith annexed : 

Nbw Yosx, Dbo. 29th, 1845. 
I hereby certify that I heard a contract between J. K. Wellman and Rev. Charles W. Denison, by 
which said Wellman obligated himself to pay said Denison two dollars per page for oriffinal contri- 
butions to said W.'s magazine ; to wit, the Ltterarjr Emporium. MYRON FINCH. 

These articles I prepare in the silent watches of the night, or at early hours 
in the morning-— all that I may be useful in my day and generation, and my debts 
lie paid. 

In order, too, to save expense in my journeys to plead the cause of the poor 
sailor, and to obtain subscribers, I secured through a friend whose kindness I 
shall never forget, the situation of travelling correspondent for the Boston Daily 
TraveUnr— an excellent jotim&l| Conducted by two christian men. They have 
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b&id my creditors $30, on account of tnj gerFices, as their correspondent, and 
furnished me this card to the conductors of public convejances. 

Allow me to introduce to your fitvorable notice the bearer, Rer. Mr. Denison, who is acting n 
travelling Gorreapondent of the Daily Erening Traveller, Boston, Mass. 
Any attentions shown to him will be gratefully acknowledged by the proprietors of the Traveller. 

UPTON, LADD ft CO.. 
Boston, April 26, 1846i Publishers of the Traveller. 

This has been of material service to me in aiding my good objects. It seemed 
as if Providence opened the door for me wherever I went ; and if my mind had 
been left free for twelve months longer, I should have c%ncelled every dollar of 
my most pressing debts. I am still corresponding for the Traveller ; I am still 
obtaining subscribers for the Light Ship ; and if my brethren and sisters of this 
church will allow me to go forth into the field one year with their approbation, 
I pledge them 1 will make a fair return for my labors, and never entangle my 
self with affairs of this world again. 

This is my defence with regard to my good brother, Deacon Howe. I pass 
now to reply to the charge respecting my dealings with Deacon Richardson : 
viz: obtaining money from him without a prospect of paving. 

On this point, I wish my brethren and friends to understand, (what I have 
before stated,) that my debt to Deacon Richardson was incurred to enable me to 
sustain a temperance newspaper in Boston, called the Washingtonian, that I 
might preach the gospel to seamen free of charge to them ; maintaining myself 
by the increase of that paper and the Sheet Anchor. To prove that such was . 
the fact, I submit a certificate from Mr. Theodore Abbott, formerly publisher of 
the Washingtonian ; 

This certifies that the note for 8150 00, paid bv Mr. Denison at the l^flbllc Bank, with the money 
he borrowed of Beacon Richardson, was not for his own benefit, Init on account of debts incurred in 
. sustaining the Boston and New England Washingtonian, in the year 1843. 

There was also another note, previously paid, by Mr. Denison, for $100, on account of the saoie 
paper, on which I was the promisor and the endorser. 

Mr. Denison, to mv certain Icnowledge, received no compensation for the sale of the sulMcription 
list ; and I have good reason to l)elieve ttiat, he has not had paid to him one dollar by subsbribeis 
after the paper passed out of my hands. 

Mr. Denison's conduct with me was perfectly honorable and fair f n all his transactions. 

He has paid out at least $300 for said paper, without any benefit to him.* 

Boston, Dec. 30, 1845. THEODORE ABBOTT. 

This debt, then, was not for my own benefit. 7et I was as anxious to pay it, 
as if it had been. When the money was obtained, I immediately applied it to 
taking up a not^ due by the Washingtonian, and relied on my friends at the 
Bethel, corner of Commercial and Lewis streets, to furnish me the means to 
repay Deacon Richardson. I told him I thought the money would be collected 
in a few weeks. My reliance was based on the following vote, passed at a pub- 
lic meeting held at the Bethel : 

(Copied from the Bethel Union Record Book, page II.] 

"YoTBD, To endeavor, besides paying the expenses of the Hall, to raise the Rev. Charles W. Den- 
ison five hundred (•SOO) dollars, for his services as Seamens' Chaplain in the 'Bethel Union Hall,' 
comer of Union and Commercial streets." 

BENJAMIN ABRAHAMS, Chairman. 
Joseph H. Sbars, Secretary. 

My health being poor at this time, 1 lefl on a journey for the West — hoping 
to pay my way by obtaining subscribers, and thus to benefit the sailors of the 

*This is strictly true. I thank Mr. Abbot for his certificate. 

It will be seen that all he ever paid me as a salary. <j|20 a month ttf sditing a weakly pspsr fcr 
six months,) was more tiian returned to the concern by the notes I endorsed and took up. jBuI I ds 
not Qomi^in of this. lam thankfiil to God that I had the means of giving a few hundred- dollan to 
the temperance cause. Would that it were in my power to give tens ofthousands to so great and 
good a movement. 

I wish it to be understood, in this connection, that I have no coB&ioverBy with the praeent pn^iri- 
ftopi and editors of the Washinfftonian. What I have paid foe that paper, and still intend to pay,, 
ts a ftw-wtil offering on th« Wasliingtonitt altar. InevsraiQMittoTCcetveadonarinrettim. 
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lakei and rivets, t obtained, bowe?er, bat rery tew ; owing to the deranged 
state of my nervons system, in consequence of the breaches whicl^ death had 
made in my little family. I returned to Boston in about six weeks; and to my 
astonishment learned that not a dollar had been paid to Deacon Richardson. 1 
was ashamed to see him, afler such a disappointment ; but did the best I could. 
As soon as possible, I obtained for him the sum of $100, which is acknow- 
ledged on the note. The remaining $50 he states be is willing to wait for one 
year ; bat 1 hope to pay him before that time rolls around. 

Another proof of my efforts to pay Deacon Richardson is found in 
'the following fact: — There are those present who will remember a meet- 
ing called by me at Deacon Shipley's house, a year ago last summer, 
with reference to the debts now due Deacon Richardson, and others. 
I told the friends then present my situation with the utmost frankness. I en- 
entreated them to help me ; I assured them I had done all 1 could ; and I was 
led to believe, from the assurances then and there given, that 1 should soon be 
relieved from all such embarrassments. If I had not felt so, 1 should not have 
told my creditors what I did. I as much believed that the brethren of the Bap- 
tist Churches would lift these debts from me, since they were incurred in effort! 
to advance the cause of Christ among seamen in their name, as I believed the 
son would rise and set again. If I was and am disappointed, it is my misfor- 
tnne, friends — not my crime. I trust my experience on the subject will canee 
me to be more cautious hereafter. 

The remaining charges in Mr. Neale*s letter are all answered in my letter from 
Baltimore already referred to, and given before. In proof that I did not write 
the notices, or handbills for the bible presentation, I refer you to the certificates 
from tJiose friends who were concerned in originating the gift : 

This It to certi ff, that I was one of the collectors of the monej to parchaee a bible to present to 
the Rer. W. C. Denieon, am a token of etteem by bia friend* for hie labors in the cauae of aeameo, 
and to my personal knowledge he waa unacquaiated with the ciretunstancea natil a abort time before 
ft waa praaenied. 

Boaton, January Gth, 1846. BIART ANN ANDBEW& 

If any one deniea my statement respecting my preaching at Hamilton, I hope 
to be prepared to submit additional proof on that subject.* 

2. Passing from the letter of our pastor, I come now to the complaint of one 
of the creditors of the Washingtonian newspaper. The following receipt from 
Mr. J. B. Hall will satisfy you that his account is closed to his satisfaction : 

Boston, Dsc. 18, 1845. 
TbJ^n certifies that when a anfficient nomber of aubacribera hare been obtaineJ br me or my Amenta, 
fer the paper called the " Light Ship/' edited by Mr. Deniaon, to liquidate (aaid papera to be fur- 
Biriied to aaid RiU at the rate of fifty centa per annum, or fifty per cent diacount from the regohtf 
pdce) the claima which I hare Maiuat Mr. Deniaon, I will promptly delirer to him the notes which 
f bold against him on account orthe newspaper called the BoMoa and New England Waahingtonlan, 
sad gi re receipt in full of all demanda. 

Witneaa, > JNO. B. HALL. 

J. A. Farbaju ) 

The next claim, on account of the New England Washingtonian debts, is that 
mentioned in a letter from Sleeper and Rogers, charging me with saying I wae 
interested in property in Norwich, when I was not. 
In reply to this letter from my former friends, permit me to state 
(1.) 1 did not deceive them in representing that I was interested in property 
in Nwwich, Conn., as the following advertisement will prove : 

[Copied from the Norwich Newa, for Sept., '43.] 

A coinnBNiEirr ix>cation. 

HEINO about to remore my family to Boeton, I ofler fok sals or to let, the House sad Lot oa 
'' UniOB strset. nearly oppoaite Mr. Gager'a. The house baa recently undergone a thorough repair. 
Ifes Iseation ia a desirable one. 

warn, nans, apjjrfy to the Sabscriber on the premises ; or, in my absence, to George Sherman, Eaq. 

B s i w IJ l, Conn., Sept. 9. . CHARLES W. DENISON. 



*™S^notlmt»aot}itmw9MiW9i. Sislslts«orilsssBs.Tkwir aadKaspp^udarthshssior 
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(2.) I did not deceive them respecting other pro|>erijr as will be meHhy t pupef^ 
from my brother in law, yet to be exhibited.* 

My interest in this property is a life estate in one third of a farm yalued al 
fGOOO. 

(3.) That Sleeper and Rogers had tbemselres confidence in the snccess of 
the Washingrtonian, and encodraged me to go on in incurring a debt with them 
in its publication, is proved by the following article, written by Mr. Sleepei^ 
himself, and inserted in their own paper, the Mercantile Journal, wholly with' 
out my knowledge. 1 never saw it, until it appeared in their columns : 

(Extract from the Evening MerctftUile JoanMfl, Dec. S9, 184a--writtan bjr the Editor.) 

" Ths Nbw Enolahd WASHiiroToinAM.— Thig paper, a well known and efficient aid in tbe tammf 
df Temperance, is now publisiied in thit cit;^ bjr Edmund' Burlce, and edited ^jr Ret. Gliarila W. 
Denfson. It is conddcted with ability and spirit, and contains a great variety of matter, original 
and selected, Which must recommend it to the confidence of the fHends of Temperance. Wb rbjoick 
TO LBARN THAY trs oiacxjZ4AfloM IS RAim>L7 ufORsABiiie, ond we tfannot aoabC that the preiae- 
wortby efforts of Messrs. Denison and BurkOj to render it worthy of extensive patronagB, wul bb 
OBNSaOUSLY i^WAaoso." 

I hope this eneouragiifg notice by Mr. Sleeper will not be for^tten, inasmttcli 
as it was one of the grounds on which I went forward is incurring a debt for the 
Temperance cause at his establisfafment. 

Was it unreasonable, was it wrong in me to expect that a paper thus c6tti-' 
mended by so prudent and successful a man ov my fhend Slekpxr, would pay 
all debts I might contract for it ? Certainly not. 

I think it hard, my friends, that for such a benevoleivt act as fhiti, I should be 
stripped, by your vote, of my once sweet fellowship among you; forbidden te 
come to your communion table, to put to my lips the emblems of a Savior's brd^ 
ken body and streaming blood. I must submrtt. But this, my friends, 'I most 
solemnly assure you. I have done all 1 could to pay Sleeper and ftoffersy 
without making more sacrifices than 1 am now Required to make. I have offered 
to write for them until they are paid. I have sent them an order on the Boston 
Traveller, where I earned the money by my pen ; I hate appealed to the weal- 
thy patrons of the Washingtonian, as a clergyman ; and should I meet with the 
smiles of heaven in obtaining subscribers, or be so situated that I may go on the 
sea as chaplain in the Navy, every cent I owe them shall be paid, with interesl 
from date. Could I have obtained the consent of my late wife, to sell our pre 
perty to the amount of $500, most cheerfully would 1 have paid them more tbatf. 
a year ago. I endeavored to obtiun the money for carrying oA the paper^ by 
loans, as will be seen by the following certificates^: 

Tbia certifies that sonethne in December, 1843, Rer. W. C. Denison called oh me in this city ttt- 
aid him in raising money on his life estate in property in Norwich, Conn., as he was aware that f 
knew of his interest in property there, and had furnished him with funds in 1638 to invest in jnnp- 
erty in Oswego, N. T., un a note signed by himself and wife, while cashier of the Quinebaug Buur, 
iti that city. I have not a perfect recollection of the last circomstancei buf do not doubt it is coTretit.- 

Boston 30th Dec., 1845. F. A. F£RKIN&t 

I went with Rev. C. W. Denison, at about the above mentioned time, to Samuel A. -Walker, Esq., 
and Deacon Moses Grant; his purpose was to endeavor to raise money of them on loan, in ordar aa 
ha stated to them as well as myself, to Mstain the New Bngland Washingtoniah, printed by Messrs. 
Sleeper and Roacprs. He was very urgent in Ms eHbrts to pfoeare the money. 

Boston, 30th Dec., 1845. h N. BARBOmLX 

3. A third charge now clainis attention, tn the meeting of tke Committed s€ 
Deacon Shipley's week befbre last, it was stated by Mr. Abrahams, that I haA 
appropriated to myself the sum of |t2S,0D, sent, as he said, to the Marine l^otal 
Abstinence Society. I stated in my defence, that the money was obtained 
through Mr. John B. Gough, and that I understood him to say it was inteiMM 
for me. The following letter, recently received from kirn, will set the matttt fav 
its true light : 

* See Mr. Hovey's letter, page 36. 

t Mr. Perlcins is a high minded christian gentleman, of the Congregational chnrch, nMr dplaff^B|kr. 
nesS as a broker, in Brazer's bniMhig< 

SMrBsrlMarisweUkiiovpasaaMrchtat lb Is • JUBHw^tito Bqitlit GtoSt iuiSmMit^ 
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MouMT Plbaj^aht, Roxburt, Dec. 2Ut, 1846. 
Rbv. Chaslbs W. Dbnison— 

Dbar Sib— On my return from Taunton last eve. I found a letter from you, asking for Information 
respecting tlie donation sent to you by tiie ladies of Westboro' ; wlwt I know is this. The ladies of 
Westboro' held a fair, and raised about seventy-five dollars. The President of the ladies' sewinf 
circle, and some others, asked me some questions about the seaman's cause in Boston, and whether 
I did not think that a donation would be acceptalile; I told them I thought if they sent what they 
could appropriate for that purpose to you, who was then laboring for seamen in Boston, it would be 
very acceptable. I did not know that they had sent it, until you told me you had received a dona- 
tion of twenty-five dollars, (I believe), and I have always supposed it was intended to assist you in 
your labors among seamen. 

Yours for the cause of Truth and Temperance, _ 

JOHN B. GOUGH. 
• 

I am also charged by Mr. Abrahams with borrowing f 20, from him, and not 
paying it. 1 can assure you, my friends, I supposed Mr. Abrahams ultimately 
intended to make this a donation to me — as it would be but $10 a year, for the 
two years he sat under my ministry, and as he has repeatedly expressed his ap- 
proval of my humble labors in strong terms. If, however, Mr. Abrahams still 
insists on my paying him, I will give him my note for the amount, with interest, 
and pay him as fust as I can. I as much supposed that he intended to make it 
a donation as that I am living ; and, especially, since all his advances to the 
Bethel Society, were some time since repaid. 

These, my friends, are all the charges of which I have been made aware. I 
trust I have met them fairly. I have endeavored to do so, without dissimula- 
tion in a single particular. God grant that the truth may have its weight in all 
your hearts. 

There are several other points on which I ask your attention for a few moments. 
1 confess, with humiliation and self-abasement, that I have been too negligent 
in keeping my accounts. This, you know, is not uncommon with ministers. But 
that I have been, or that 1 am criminal in this or any other respect, I cannot ad- 
mit with a clear conscience. 

I confess I have not been sufficiently careful, always, in incurring debts, even 
from good motives and to promote good objects ; but that I have been, or am 
criminal on account of it, my conscience will not allow me to admit for a moment. 
It may appear to you, brethren and sisters, that I am and have been, extrava- 
gant in my clothing and other expenses. Allow me to state for your informa- 
tion, that portions of my apparel have been given to me ; and that my board has 
been gratuitous for most of the time during the past year. The same favors I 
hope will be continued to me, through the interpositions of an overruling provi- 
dence. I will submit to any thing but dishonor, that I may free myself from 
debt. 

It should be borne in mind, that mercantile men are often obliged to fail ill 
meeting their engagements ; but if they show an earnest desire to repair their 
losses, they are not driven from 'Change. Surely the people of God will be as 
merciful to me, as men of the world are to each other. 

I wish it to be remembered, (as I have repeatedly stated,) that if Mr. Howe 
had been able to collect in all the list of subscribers, not only my debts to him, 
but some of his own to others, would have been paid several months ago. A gen* 
tleman in Danvers, Mass. — Capt. Porter, — told me that he had not paid any 
thing for the paper for the last two years, having waited to receive a bill, or to 
be called on for the money. Hundreds of others are, doubtless, in the same situa- 
tion. I do not mention this fact to blame Mr. Howe, or any one ; but to vindi- 
cate the truth. I know one collector of newspaper bills, Mr. Israel E. James, of 
Philadelphia, who I presume would give several hundred dollars for the Sheet 
Anchor list to-day. 

As an additional proof of my dependence on the friends who attended on my 
ministry at the Bethel, I submit the following letter, from a committee of the 
Boston Mariner's Total Abstinence Society : 

Sxa:^ We the undersigned having been appointed by the members of the Mariners T. A. S. for 
the purpose of expressing their tlianks to you for past services as President of that Society. 

We tnerefore in their behalf say that sKhoogh we much rogret the cirmmstance of your resigna- 
tion, yet thajr foel partly reconciled to Uw lots oa ysar assuring them that you will sometimes be with 
tiiem sodannflt la tbs food causa. 
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Too have done much towards reforming the inebriate, and the fact of your applying your talents 
towards elevating the moral condition of your fellow man, has, we are happy to say, resulted m 
manv cases with the greatest success. 

It IS through your influence that this society was first formed, and through your exertions that it 
still continues to exist; we feel certain that no other consideration thsn that of brotherly love could 
have prompted you to labor so faithfully, and we may add gratuitously in this beiievolent work. 
We therefore consider all attempts at eulog^ nn our part superfluous, and on yours unsolicited. W* 
are well aware that if you continue to labor in the good cause that you will one dny have your reward, 
and that your deeds will be recorded on tablets of gold and your praises will be sung in the presence 
of the Omnipotent Ruler of the Universe who will reward you with a crown of glory. 

We tender you the heartfelt thanks of this society, and in whatever part of the country you may 
heo^ou will have our good wishes for your prosperity. 

You have been to this society the true pilot ; you hsve carried us safe through the most difi!icult 
passages; and we are now fairly launched on the great popular ocean. You have thus far scquitted 
yourself to the entire satisfaction of this society, and if the iSlessing of a few who wish you well will 
add aught to your happiness, then accept them tenfold. 

Respectfully Yours, 

Boston, April 10, 1846, SAML. H CHEEVER, > Committe. 

H. H. PERKINS. ) 

I am prepared to meet any other charges, of any kind, that may be preferred 
against me. The home of my youth — the spot where I first drew the breath of 
lifers but a hundred miles West of this ; and if any of the churches wish to 
know my parentage, education and manner of life from a child, they can easily 
ascertain the whole of my history. 

I challenge an investigation into all my course, by night or day, since I came 
within the precincts of Uie city of Boston. I fear not the severest scrutiny. I 
fyei that my greatest wish in life, is to be swallowed up in the glory of Christ. 

Let me refer you, to my former locations in Philadelphia, and Wilmington. 
When the Light Ship appeared, (as had been the case with the Sheet Anchor,) 
handsome notices followed it in the columns of the papers in both those cities. 
I here insert one or two, as they bear directly on my personal character. Noth- 
ing else but a sense of justice to myself would allow me to insert them : 

• 

rFrom the Philadelphia Baptist Record, of Oct. 1845.] 

Tbb Liort Ship.— This is the novel, yet ingenioustitleof anew hebdomedal sheet, having our 
friend Denison, late of the Sheet Anchor, for its editor. It is published at 118 Nassau street, and will 
be devoted to the interests of the mariner. 

On the eve of retiring from our editorial labors, and about to xjlt w our littte ship Record, in Port 
Failure, we stil^ wish the "Light Ship " much success in its interesting service — smooth seas and 
prosperous gales. It is unnecessary to say any thing of its editorial commander. He is skilful, well 
practised, and has hbkbtoforb sustained a fibst ratb RBpnTATioM ; he always carries jrfenty of 
sail aloft, but takes care to have sufficient ballast below ; keeps his ship in good trimr— takes iu 
and makes sail according to good and bad weather, and is always on the lookout. 

We tecommtnd oar friends to embark with Bro. C. W. Denison. 

[From a Wilmington (Del.) paper, Nov. 10, 1845.] 

Tbb Light Ship. — ^We have received the first number of a paper with the above title, edited by 
the Kev. Charles W. Denison, formbrly of this citt ; whbrb, as a Baptist minister, he wa s 

BELOVED AND ESTEEMBD FOR HIS TALENTS AND USEFULNESS. This paper is devotod tO the Sd- 

rancement of the interests of the mariner and seafarer. Mr. Denison has long been favorably known 
as a preacher to seamen, and one devoted to the interests of sailors. From the manner and matter of 
the first No., as well as well as the hi^h reputation of the editor, we have no doubt it will meet with 
every encouragement. It will mainly ;nculcate Temperance and Christianity among this useful class 
of our fellow citizens. 

Anticipating that the charge might be brought against me that I wrote the 
above notices myself, I have been at the trouble to travel to Philadelphia and 
Wilmington, and obtain certificates from the editors there, that they wrote their 
own articles. 

This is to certify, that the notice of the new paper, " The Light Ship," edited by the Rev. C. W. 
Denison, which appeared in the Baptist Record, Nov. 5th, was prepared by me, without any knowl- 
edge whatever of Bro. Denison. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 24th, 1845. WILSON JEWELL, Ed. Bap. Bee. 

•fliis is to certify that the notice of the new paper, "Light Ship," edited by the Rer. C. W. Den- 
ison, which appeared in our paper recently, was prepared without any knowledge whatever of Mr. 
Denison. Our remarks were spontaneous, and founded on the merits of the publication, and the w^ 
known talents and philanthropy of Mr. D. 

H. H. J. NAFF, Editor of Delaware State JoumaL 

JOHNSON lb BOZEE, Editors of Delawars Gaastte. 

Wilmington, Del., Dec. 26, 1846. EYANS ft YEBNON, Editors of Delawars RepabliCMi. 
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In view of such fkcts as these, dear brethren, does it look reasonable, after pas- 
sing through many trials of my faith, that I should all at once become a liar, a 
hypocrite, an impostor and a swindler ? Is there any motive that could possibly 
have urged me to such a course ? No, my friends, I am an innocent man ; and 
when the clouds that God in His infinite wisdom has thrown around me, shall 
l^e rolled away by his ever-merciful hand, I doubt, not, you will be among the 
iSrst to hail my returning brightness. 

Is it a crime for a minister to be in debt ? Then were Whitefield, and Ay- 
land, the greatest of criminals — for they both were laid under censure on ac- 
count of their devotion to the cause of God, leaving them but little time to at- 
tend to their pecuniary offices. Should ministers be excluded on such accounts, 
where their motives are good .^ Then Dr. Beecher should have been driv|S|i 
from the ministry in this very city ; then John Gano should never have been 
allowed to leave in regular standing, the First Baptist Church in New York. I 
do not name these cases to extenuate myself. So far as I have been imprudent 
in managing my money matters, as those good men were, I am willing to suffer; 
but I beg that my character may be spared. I have given up property, time, 
strength and health, to do good to my fellow-men ; and I only lament, that I did 
not have ten thousand dollars, to one, that I might have consecrated them all to 
Christ. 

It may be asked, why I did not appeal to my family friends, some of whom 
are wealthy.^ I answer — I had too much independence of character. I felt that it 
was and is my duty to exert myself in my own support — and I shall do it. 

I cannot close this communication, dear friends, without assuring you that I 
feel in my heart that God has sanctified and is sanctifying these sore trials to my 
good. He has learned me by them several valuable lessons, which I trust I 
shall never forget. I think I see now the true nature and uses of money. I 
think I feel the importance of care in keeping the minutest accounts. These 
two gates of my life's pathway I trust will hereafter be well guarded by the 
grace of God. I ask of you, my friends, to make allowance for me. In early 
fife I was indulged to the utmost. Habits of spending were then formed which 
nothing but the present fiery ordeal could burn from my nature. 

I have tried every way that was honorable to meet my engagements, in hum- 
ble dependence on Almighty God; but it h'as pleased Him to disappoint me, 
and I bow with cheerful submission at the foot of His sovereign throne. ** Not 
my will, but thine, O God, be done.*' What remains to me now is humility, 
and continuance in well doing. Had I not been impelled by a strong sense of 
duty to enter the field to labor for the neglected mariner here, and tnroughout 
the world, I might have remained at Norwich, livinar on my income there, and 
sustaining myself by my contributions to the periodicals of the day* It would 
have been a quiet, and in some respects a pleasant life. I should have avoided 
the persecutions of my enemies among the wicked, and the mishapprehensions 
of my fViends among the good. But I should not, then, have accomplished what 
I have for seamen ; I should not have been as well qualified as I trust I now am, 
by experience, and mental discipline, for increasing usefulness in the world. 

Whatever may come, I am prepared for it. I can bear the jibe, the sneer, the 
averted face, the cold look of scorn and contempt. What are these to a chris- 
tian ? My dying Lord and Master bore them, and a thousand worse evils, that 
my soul might be redeemed forever; and can I not suffer with Him? If He 
bore the hate of devils for me, can I not bear the hate of man for Him ? 

Better men than I am have been treated far worse. I have not yet " resisted 
unto blood, striving avainst sin." My past experience, in years pf'^early sorrow, 
has taught me how to Dear grief. More than once have I laid my head on the 
cold ff round, and slept through the darkness of a stormy night. Often, when a 
friendless, pennyless orphan, have I felt the pangs of hunger, and the shiver- 
ings of nakedness. Often have I passed by those who pitied me not, until neg- 
lect has become as familiar to me as the stars are to the sky. Without crime — 
without injuring a human being — unknown to the broad world — I have gone on 
my solitary way, until I have schooled my spirit to misfortune, and learned to 
bow my head in meekness to the blast. *< Let the righteous smite me, it shall 
be an exc^Uent oil ; and let him reproTe me ; it shall not break my bones." 

8* 
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In saying this, with all soberness, I do not flatter myself that I am in the least 
better than other men. Far from it. I do not mean to charge my follies on 
others — least of all on the heart-searching and rein-trying God. I have merited 
all I have received — and more ; but at the same time I must reassure you, as a 
chnrch of Christ, that I am innocent of all crime ; and if you still adhere to 
your vote — if you yet maintain that I must be excluded on charges which I have 
thus fairly answered — I will not censare and shall not criminate ; I must stiU 
consider you as doing me injustice, and appeal to God and posterity for the yin- 
"dication of my character. 

I have now done. I respectfully ask that the vote of my exclusion be re- 
scinded from the records, that I be allowed another week to furnish additional 
fiuits in my defence, and that a mutual council be called, when my defence shall 
be concluded before the church. CHARLES W. DENISON. 



Thus closed my defence before the First Baptist Church of Boston. 
I had been obliged to hurry it through, amid many manifestations of 
impatience from a few of the members. 

The vole of my exclusion was not rescinded, nor even re-considered. 
All that was done was giving authority to a committee to comply with 
my request by calling a Council. I had been as ready to meet other 
Councils, if I could have done it. 

I immediately left the city again, to find retirement with my son 
and kindred in Norwich, Ct., returning in ample season to meet the 
mutual Council. To show the true nature of this Council, the follow- 
ing letter is submitted, as a proof that I was anxious for an impartial 
investigation : — 



J%e First Baptist Church in Boston to the Baptist Church in 



With Christian Salutation :— The Rev. Charles W. Denison, having by 
the vote of this Church been excluded from its fellowship, he has asked that 
the grounds of this exclusion may be stated to a Mutual Council, and that he 
may be permitted before such Council to show cause why the aforesaid vote of 
the Church should be rescinded. 

The Church having acceded to the calling of this Council, you are hereby 
requested to meet, by your pastor and one delegate, at the vestry of the First 
Baptist Church, on Wednesday, January 7th, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Yours in the fellowship of the Gospel. 

Boston, January, 1, 1846. R. H. NEALE, Pastor. 

Before this Council I duly made my appearance. It was composed 
of thirteen pastors, and delegates from that number of churches. 
Rev. B. Stow, of the Baldwin Place Church, was chosen Moderator, 
and Rev. J. W. Olmstead, of Chelsea, Clerk. 

Soon after the organization of the Council, I requested that ray 
friend S. P. Andrews, Esq., a member of the Tremoni Temple Bap- 
tist Church, of which, Elder Nathaniel Culver is pastor, might be al- 
lowed to remain as my adviser. But this request, like a similar one 
before the church, was, by a vote of the Council, refused, and Mr. 
Andrews withdrew to another part of the house. I leave the public 
to draw their own inferences. 

I was then askednf I had objections to any member of the CounciL 
To this I replied that I had no objections to any one present. And, 
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80 far as the names were reported, I had none ; but I had objectionSf 
as stated to the church, to being subject to the decision of *' Elder 
Nathaniel Culver," and the dutiful Rev. William Crowell, I was not 
willing such men should be my judges. I was willing they should 
be present, and say what they pleased ; but I would not and shall 
not submit to their verdict. 

I also added, that I should prefer not to have a gentleman (naming 
him) remain, while I should make some developements respecting 
Rev. Mr. Culver, (as influencing his course against me,) inasmuch as 
the relation in which they stood to each other would render it impru- 
dent for him to be present. 

The effect of this declaration on the Council was remarkable. " El- 
der Culver" rose hastily, but was told by the moderator that he was 
not a ntember of the Council, and could not be heard at present. He 
sat down in confusion ; and very soon after the Council adjourned, by 
referring the whole of my case, without passing any judgment or im- 
plying any censure on me, back again to the church. 

With this decision 1 was satisfied, because it returned me to the 
seat of power with renewed strength ; and I should have respectfully 
asked another hearing of the church, and submitted the additional 
testimony contained in this pamphlet, had I not been published to the 
world in the Christain Reflector, of the next week — a paper partly 
owned by the personal friends and pecuniary supporters of Elder 
Culver — in the following paragraph :— 

Charlss W. DsNisoir. — It becomes our painful duty to announce that 
Charles W . Denison, after a long and most careful examination of evidence^ has 
been adjudged unworthy the office of a minister or membership in a Christian 
church. He has beeii excluded, by an unanimous vote, from the First Baptist 
Church in this city. Charges of glaring falsehood, and of obtaining money on 
false pretences, were sustained against him by an overwhelming amount of eoi- 
dence. 

This article, so false in some of its most material statements, was 
almost immediately copied into several daily papers. It went to New 
York, Norwich, Philadelphia, and other places, with the speed of the 
press ; and, in Sjome instances, it was accompanied with comments of 
the most cruel description. 

In view of such an outrage, thus committed upon me when I was 
repelling the attacks of my enemies, when my case had been referred 
by a large and respectable council back to my church, I felt that my 
only appeal was to the tribunal of public opinion. I was encouraged 
to this just course by the fact that two days before the article appeared, 
the pastor of the First Church informed me, in the most solemn and 
affectionate manner, that he had reason to believe I should be restored 
in less than six months ! I was sure that I deserved to be— that I 
ought not to have been excluded ;— but, my mind^ is now made up 
never to appeal to that or any other church again. I intend to re- 
main in that respect independent of all sects and denominations the 
remainder of my life. I feel something as the apostle Paul did when 
he threw himself on his rights as a citizen. I appeal to the pub- 
lic, as an American and a man. 
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It will be perceived that there is an important difierence between 
the expressions used in this article in the Reflector, and those em-* 
ployed in the vote of exclusion as it was passed at the church meet- 
ing, and forwarded to me by the clerk. 

The Reflector paragraph— ^not written, J am happy to believe, by 
fny friend the Editor, who is now absent in the West Indies-— states 
that I had '* a long and most careful examination of evidence ;*' 
whereas the public will perceive that my evidence was not examined 
at all ! I was not even allowed to present my proof of innocence be- 
fore the church, until I had been excluded ! 

I understand private Councils met on my case, and heard the testi- 
mony of those bitterly prejudiced against me ; but at neither of these 
Councils, called without my knowledge or consent, could I be present. 
I was notified of one of them, but at too late an hour for me to come 
several hundred miles ta attend it. Some of my letters — or portions 
of them — were read before these one-sided Councils ; but, of course, I 
could not adduce, at such a distance, and on so imperfect a notice, all 
the facts which I now present to the public. All the action of such. 
Councils is ex post facto, and therefore null and void. 

It has been stated that I had a choice of the persons who should 
co-operate with the church in the investigation. But I assure the 
public it is not so. I had no choice in the case whatever. 

I do not even now know who the secret Councils were that sat to 
pass judgment on me in my absence. 

The persons who volunteered to meet on the informal committee 
of examination had not been spoken to by me previously ; and I had 
reason to believe that all of them but one man had pre-judged my 
case unfavorably. No intimation was given me that I might choose 
others from the church. 

In my appearance before the church on my defence, I was not al- 
lowed any counsellor or reporter to aid me. 

When the last Council was being arranged, I was refused the priv- 
ilege of calling ministers and delegates from New York, Philadel- 
phia, Norwich, and other places where I was well known ; my objec- 
tion to " Elder Culver,", formerly of Washington County, N. Y., and 
Rev. WiUiam Croweli, was sought to be overruled ; and the only ad- 
viser I asked for was refused a seat at my side ! Before this only 
Council where I could appeal, I had not uttered twenty words in my 
defejnce, and in proceeding to unfold one of the causes of my persecu- 
tions, when the body broke up, and adjourned, sine die ! 

This, I beg the public to notice, is the " long and most careful ex* 
umination ofemdence^^ I have enjoyed, in the estimation of the para- 
graphist of the " Christian Reflector." 

But agaim This article states that I have "been adjudged un- 
worthy the office of a minister." 

This is not so. My ministerial and ordination papers have not 
been touched, and cannot be, except by the Council that ordained me. 
That must be convened again, and my ordination revoked, before my 
^ oflice as a minister" can be reached ; and even then, the gospel of 
Christ and the law of the land authorize any independent society to 
employ mcy if they please, as their minister. 
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My enemies must try to tear some other cord from around my 
heart. They cannot reach this. I am an authorized gospel minister, 

" In spite of Satan and of Rome." 

Yet again. I am said in this paragraph to have " been excluded by 
an unanimous vote" This is false, as scores in the church will testi- 
fy. There are over three hundred members of that church who never 
heard a syllable of my defence, and who were never present at any 
church meeting when my case was so hastily acted upon. Many of 
them, who have heard the facts, are convinced of my entire innocence ; 
and, if they were not themselves in fear of exclusion, would attend 
my meetings, and come out openly in my favor. Some of these, 
when the decision was made, refused to vote against me, although 
they were afraid to vote for me. 

So much for the " unanimous vote," of the " Elder Cidver*' writer 
of the Christiar\ Reflector. So much for the Vatican missive that has 
been fulminating its thunders through the country in the papers ! 

The remaining part of the paragraph, couched in language de- 
signed to do me the greatest possible injury, is equally wicked and 
equally false. My refutation of such vile slanders is found in the 
plain statement of facts contained in this pamphlet, and in the spot- 
less life an ever-gracious God is enabling me to live. I defy any 
person under heaven, man, woman or child, to prove the least thing 
criminal against me. I never wronged any one of a farthing. 

'* Thrice is he armed who hath his qnarrel just, 
And he but naked, tho* locked up in steel, 
Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted." 



NEW TESTIMONY. 



In my defence before the church I stated that I had additional evi- 
dence to present in my favor— evidence which would have been pre- 
sented to that body long ere this, if I had not been excluded so has- 
tily. The church, it will be remembered, would not wait for me only 
one poor week, that I might gather this evidence ! I now proceed to 
submit it to the public. 

1. With reference to my connection with the Sheet Anchor. 

Through all my efforts in the seamen's cause I have always 
maintained, and I still do maintain, that if the debts of the Sheet 
Anchor were collected — debts which the publisher admits to be due 
at this moment — there would be enough to pay all that has been 
advanced to me for my labors in the concern. I desire the public 
to bear this fact in mind. 

But in addition to this fact, I have the testimony of a gentleman of 
veracity to the unreasonableness of oppressing me /or the debts of that 
paper, when the publisher states it is " on the full tide of scccessful ex* 
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periment." It is the opinion of many that Mr. Howe owes me rather 
than I him. 

The gentleman alluded to is Captain Rees, a friend of mine, now 
engaged in the Shipping business on Commercial street, and an at* 
VBndant at the new Episcopal Bethel. He is not identified with me 
in any way, and gives his name solely in vindication of the truth. 

He is ready to bear witness that a few weeks since he called on Mr. 
Howe, at the Sheet Anchor office, and was there informed by hiai 
that his paper had at least 5000 paying subscribers— «th at its prospects 
were quite brilliant — and when Captain Rees hinted to him that he 
thought, perhaps, he ought not to insist on Mr. Denison's debt after 
what he had done to establish the paper, the good Deacon became an- 
gry, and the Captain soon after left. 

The public will now judge with what propriety Mr. Howe can 
charge me with intruding on the business of his paper. He has pub- 
lished recently an infamous card, charging me with inducing subscrib- 
ers to stop the Sheet Anchor. I repel the imputation, as a foul slan* 
der. I defy him, or any person, to produce a single case of the 
kind. 

That some of ray friends have stopped the Sheet Anchor, since I 
left it, and especially since the late attacks on me have appeared in it, 
and that others will stop, and become subscribers for the Light Ship, 
I do not doubt; but am I to blame for this? Nay, verily. The 
worthy Deacon has no one to blame but himself. I only ask a com- 
parison of the two papers, as to size, variety, and the character of 
their respective articles. I need not say a word more than this. In. 
a late number of the Light Ship there were over a hundred and forty- 
one readable articles, while the Sheet Anchor of a similar date had 
twenty-eight ! 

I should not have drawn this comparison, if I had not been com- 
pelled to it by the relentless, persecuting course pursued toward me by 
Mr. Howe. It is now nearly two months since I was in his office — 
and it is very possible, I shall never go there again. The last time I 
called he treated me with an acrimony and a violence not to be de- 
scribed — and this, too, after all I have done to establish for him a pa- 
per, which he boasts is prospering beyond his most sanguine expec- 
tations ! 

My object in calling was to obtain a few private articles belong to 
me that had been saved from the wreck of my property in his hands. 
Some of these I have since secured, through the kindness of a minister- 
ing brother, whose name I mention with pleasure — Rev. Baron Stow. 
But when I asked for some of the body linen and clothing that was 
then before me in one of my trunks — articles made by the hands 
of my dead wife, and her mother — when I told Mr. Howe that I 
really needed, in the cold blast of winter, the flannel shirts and woolen 
stockings he had there belonging to me, and which even the law did 
not allow him to strip thus from me— rhe cooly told me I could have 
them if I would pay him his price, and politely turned me out doors ! 

I quietly retired from the office — the place where I had done my 
best to promote the success of its proprietor while doing good by pub- 
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lishing a seattien^s j^aper — calmly telling him, as I closed the iadfi 
that we should y^t meet again where justice will be done. I am 
still of that opinion. 

It may be said that I had already received large sums from the 
Sheet Anchor. This, again, is false* E^or every dollar I have receive 
ed, my services as editor and agent have been more than an equivalent ; 
and for what t am indebted to the concern I am bound in a note of 
hand, payable in one year from December 30, 1845. Reckoning the 
present and prospective income of the paper, therefore, Mr. Howe 
will lose nothing* With what Justice, then, has he assailed me ! With 
what mercy has he tempered his repeated blows ! I leave the public 
to judge. 

A similar course was pursued by Mr* Hovre with reference to my 
library, paintings and engravings. As the result of self'^denial and 
labor I had gathered a choice miscellaneous collection of books, and 
other articles^ numbering nearly one thousand copies. Some of them 
were left me by my father, when he died on board his ship in a for' 
« eign land. Others were the memorials given me by dear friends. All 
of these I had voluntarily placed in Mr Howe's hands as collateral 
security, with the distinct understanding that I should have ample 
time to redeem them. He was so kind as to write me that he had 
removed my library to his office^ and would take care of it for 
me! 

And yet) in my absence, with only a notice of a few weeks, when I 
was sick and borne down by misfortune, Mr. Howe attached these 
things by the sherifi*, hurried them to the auctioneer's shelves, and 
sacrificed them for a mere pittance ! - What was worth to me, and in-* 
sured for, $600, was sold under the hammer for $167,30 ! Again 
I leave the public to judge of such an act as this. Well may the man 
who commits it exclaim, 

<< O, my offence is tank^t smells to beaten.'* 

The accompanying letter from Mr. Howe on this subject is in point* 
It will be perceived that it is rich in scripture phraseology : 

BosToir, JvLt 3, 1845* 

DsAR BBOTHEtt.-^Tour own judgment will peroei?e the reason of my at' 
tempt to make you '< sorry with a letter )" and I trast that W€ shall have ocea<» 
sion to rejoice that ye <^ sorrowed to repentance/' and that ye were **made 
sorry after a godly sort," so that we may " receive damage one of another in 
nothing." 

In relation to the things *' whereof ye wrote unto me;" I have received from 
you, from June 11 to July 1, forty-five dollars on ac't of the Sheet Anchor, and 
five dollars on another account. I shall keep close to our written obligation, and 
trust you will do the same. 

Tour property in my office can remain without further expense until the 
latter .part of August, when my lawful hold of it will cease, and some other ons 
toill seize on t£, unless transferred to me by bill of sale,* or sold by auction. 

- — — ■■■-..- ■ ^ ^ _, 

* This bill of sale I forwarded to Mr. Howe Immediately. I expected, of course, that he would not 
saerlSce my property at public rendue, for I knew that ne might have raised money on it to ths 
amount of several hundred dollars. But, perhaps, as he wanted to make me " sofry after a godlv 
sort," hs concluded the more aonroW he could heap on me. the deeper would be my repentance ; and, 
therefore, for fear that som» one rise would not make me thus sorry by selling my library undbr ths 
knocks of the auctioneer, he thought he would do It himself 1 That was VMM.Y kind in himi certainly. 
I hops I ilydl bs dolj filielU finr SBCh a ptfooTof chrlsUaa aAcUoo. 
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itad t not taken it as I did, another would have done it. [What an dxdtifie for a 
Christian !] 

As Bro. Warren, who bears this, is about leaving, ** I cannot with pen and 
ink further write unto you" at this time, but trust to "see you face to face," 
at some future time, when I shall " freely communiciate to you all my mind." 

Yours, truly, as eVer, 

JONA. HOWE. 

2. Futther, with reference to Deacon Thomas Richardson. 

It will be remembered that the charge he has made agfainst me, is that 
I obtained $150 from him to take up a note for the ** Washingtonian," 
on the declaration that I had property in Norwich, when, in reality, 
(he says.) t had none. 

Now the following writing from Deacon Richardson himself, is his 
own best answer, to this charge : 

At the request of Mr. Denison I would state that I received the one hundred 
dollars on my note in Octk 1845, from Mr. George Sherman of Norwich Conn. 

THOS. RICHARDSON. 

The gentleman named in this receipt is my brother-in-law, and is 
well known as a man of property and influence in Norwich. He is 
the agent for the estate in which I am interested — and I am happy to 
say, has always been, and is now, my firm friend. The $100, for- 
warded to Deacon Richardson by Mr. Sherman, were a part of the 
rents to which I am entitled. Deacon Richardson, after having pock* 
eted his one hundred dollars, for a paper that never benefitted me one 
farthing, will now, probably, be convinced that 1 told the truth, when I 
said I was interested in property in Norwich. Or if the good man 
is not thus convinced, the public will be.* 

I submit, also, the following letter from another friend in Norwich, 
as proof to the same point. The writer is a justice of the peace there, 
and a partner in law of Ex-Governor Cleveland : 

Norwich, Feb. 2, 1846. 
My Dear Sir, — I have a distinct recollection that some time in the year 
1845, George Sherman, Esq., of this town made an affidavit before me as a mag*^ 
istrate of this county, that you was then interested (as heir at law) in a farm 
situate in Voluntown, in this State of which Joseph Palmer then lately died 
seized and possessed. The precise extent of that interest I do not now recollect, 
but my impression is that it was for your own life.t 

Very respectfully yours, &c., 
Rev. W. C. Denison. J. A. HOVEY. 

My amiable friend, Mr. Howe, may, perhaps, publish a statement 
that this property is in the name of my late wife and little son. • Very 
well. He is at liberty to do so. The public will understand that it 
makes no difference in what name a man*s properly stands, so long as 



' .* Although the vote authorizinsr me to expect a salary of tSOO per annum had not been formally 
pasaed by the Bethel Union, yei the secretary of the society (who was and is my friend) gave me 
assurances that the money would be collected to pay Deacon Bichardson. 

In addiiiou to this, at a meeting held some months previous, Rev. Mr. Neale introduced a similar 
resolution, and advocated its passage. It was well received at the time, but laid on the table, for rea- 
sons that were saiidfactory to nie. 

Mr. Neale had repeatedly assured me that I might depend on pecuniary aid from his church. 

1 1 consider my interest in this property, and that ia Norwich, worth about 93000. 
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he is legally entitled to its income. I am truly thankful a part of my 
patrimony is in the name of others ; for if it had not been, Mr. Howe 
would long since have taken care of it — as he did of my library. 

3. With reference to the debt— about $180,00— due for the Wash- 
ingtonian to Messrs. Sleeper and Rogers. The following certificate 
will show what, in the opinion of their counsel, is the estimate in 
which those gentlemen hold my ejQTorts to meet their claim : 

I herewith testify that I was present, by invitation of Rey. C. W. Denisoiif 
at an interview between him and C. T. Russell, Esq , attorney for Messni. 
Sleeper fy Rogers, on Dec. 31, '45 ; that Mr. Russell stated, in the course of the 
conversation, that he represented the views of his clients : that Mr. Denison 
exhibited his contract with Mr. Finch, of New York, proprietor of the '* Light 
Ship" newspaper, authorizing him to pledge his interest in said paper to the 
amount of $750; that Mr. Denison offered to allow Mr. Russell to draw on Mr. 
Finch, according to the terms of the contract, for the full amount of Sleeper 
& Roger's bill ($173 and some cents) : and that Mr. Russell concluded the con- 
tersation by expressing his firm belief, and that of his clients, that Mr. Deni- 
son never meant to defraud them ; that he had made an unfortunate investment, 
such as others are liable to make '* and that he had no doubt Mr. Denison would 
do all he could to pay the debt. 

(Signed.) ALFRED R. TURNER.! 

4. With reference to the $25,00 received from Westhoro,' which 
is the money I am charged with having appropriated to myself. 
The following letter from the lady, who forwarded the money will be 
satisfactory on that point : 

Westborouoh, Deo. 31, 1845. 
Mr. Denison: Sir — Ihavejast received a letter from yon makine . inquirief 
relative to a donation which you have received from the young ladies sewing 
circle in this place. 

This donation was made in December, 1843, with the nnderstandin|^ that 
you should act your own judgment as to the particular manner in which to 
appropriate the money, and presume the way in which it has been used will 
meet the satisfaction of the society,^ 

Yours Respectfully, 

M. E. S. NOURSE. 

% 

* There are some, peihaps, who will blame me, even, for being what thejr would call " injudi- 
cious " in making such " investments." In justification of my judgment I refer the public to tiM 
fact that the Washingtnnian is now a cash paying paper, as I Icnew it would become. This advaa- 
tage would have accrued, in part, to me, had not sicicness and death in my family called me awaj 
from the management of the concern. / 

The Sheet Anchor, another of my "injudicious investments," according to the publisher, has 
increased to 5000 paying subscribers. Of course if Mr. Howe tiad been patient with me, if he had 
not suffered himself to be influenced against me, I should now be justly snaring in this prosperity. 

The JB^ptist Bethel, which I planned and carried almost alone for two years, involving myseli oa 
its account all the while, is destined ultimately to succeed. So is my present Inoepbmdsnt awnaOi. 
Thus much for my " injudicious " plans. 

t Mr. Turner is Clerk of the First Baptist dhurch. 

S In proof that the employmentof this money by me in the circulation of temperance papers among 
seamen and others, was satisfactory, also, to the Marine Total Abstinence Society, I cite the follow- 
ing vote from their records : 

[Extract from the Secretary's book of the Boston Marine Total Abstinence Society.] 
" Voted, That in view of the expense and labor attending the late visit of our President to Wailf' 
ington, to advance the cause of temperance and sailor's rights, the society appropriate twenty>ftva 
doUara to him." A true copy from the Records. 

Attest, JOSEPH H. SEARS, Secretary in 18M. 

SurelT. such plain and official statements as these ought to satisfy every caftdid maa. I think 
tbey wuL : 
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6. With reference to the origin of the last banner and bible presen- 
tation. The annexed testimonial from my ever-firm friends, Mr. Jo- 
seph Yose, and Mr. Herald H. Perkins, is conclusive on the subject : 

Boston, Dec. 30th, 1845. 

This may certify that I am acquainted with all of the circtimstances con- 
nected with the presentation of the banner to the Boston Mariner's Total Ab- 
stinence Society, through Rev. C. W. Denison; that I am certain, from my 
own personal knowledge, that the affair did not originate with him, but witn 
his friends, of which I am proud to say I am one, among the many who have 
been snatched from a drunkard's path by his labors at the Bethel in Commercial 
street. I also certify that it was designed to encourage him in his efforts to 
promote temperance among seamen in Boston ; that I procured the banner and 
design myself, bad it painted myself with the assistance of a few other friends, 
without the knowledge of Mr. Denison ; that it was agreed by a Unanimous 
vote of the society, that the proceeds of the meeting at the presentation be given 
equally to Mr Denison and said society. 

I also certify that Mr. Denison 's course as President of the Mariner's Total 
Abstinence Society, has given entire satisfaction in all respects, and we feel by 
his loss that we have lost a friend and brother. Tours, with respect, 

JOSEPH VOSE, 
President of the Mariner's Society. 

I certify to the above. — H. H. Perkins, Vice President. 

6. With reference to my preaching at Hamilton, N. Y. The ac- 
companying letters from gentlemen who were in Hamilton, at the time, 
will forever silence all doubt : 

Albany, Jan. 27th, '46. 
Dear Brothxr Dknison : — I can testify that Dr. Trevor is Secretary of the 
Board of the Education Society ; and that I heard h im ask you to preachin 
the church in the village of Hamilton ; that he conversed with me on the sub- 
ject ; and that I told him there could be no objection to it, and that I would have 
the notice given out. I can also testify that I was told that the notice toas 
given in the chapel, though I was not there, I can also testify that you did 
preach in the Baptist church, in Hamilton village, and that there was a respect* 
able congregation, and that I opened the meeting by prayer. 

Yours, as ever, JACOB KNAPP. 

Hamilton, N. Y., Jan. 19, 1846. 

Dxar Brother, — 111 health and piessing engagements when I was able to 
attend on business must be my excuse for thus long delating a reply to yours 
of the ] St inst. I will now endeavor to reply to your queries. 

Ist. Feeling desirous to hear you in behalf of seamen, I had a conversa* 
tion with. Elder Knapp on the subject, and he proposed to invite you to preach 
on behalf of seamen, to which I assented. 

2nd. As to the notice of the meeting, I can say nothing personally, as I left 
the seminary before the close of the ezercises^I did, however, previous to 
leaving ask Dr. Kendrick to give notice of the meeting ; to which he replied, 
*'It is not our custom to give notices of 4>ther meetings here.** I asked, **l8 
not the object of Mr. Denison's mission a good one ?*' He replied, '* Yes, it if ; 
but we cannot give the notice." A few more words passed between us, and I 
left with rather uncomfortable feelings. 1 have understood that when the large 
audience was dispersing the Rev. Mr. Loring gave notice of your meeting. 

3d. The meeting was held in the vestry of the First Baptist church, and was 
attended by a respectable audience. 

Yours in christian affection, 

J. TREVOR.* 

* Recording Secretary of the New York Baptist Education Society. 
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7. With reference to my application for a chaplaincy. It will not 
be forgotten that my object in applying to be appointed a chaplain in 
the Navy, was, in connection with my efforts for the good of seamen, 
to save a sufficient amount from my salary, to enable me to pay the 
debts incurred in my labors in the seamen's cause. In the prosecution 
of this design, I obtained the ensuing testimonials, which have beea 
politely forwarded to me, at my request, from the Navy Department. 

The first recommendation is from prominent citizens of my native 
county, most of whom have known me from my youth up : 

New London, Conn., Sept. 1846. 
Belieymg Rev. Charles W. Denison, a native of this coanty, well qualified^ to 
serve his country as Chaplain in the Navy, we respectfully recommend his appoint- 
ment. 

C. F. CLEVELAND.* 
SAMUEL INGHAM.t 

j. c. palmer.* 
b: pomeroy.§ 
ephm. williams, 
perry douglas, 
j as. a. hovey.ii 
elijah ames, 
john de witt. 

JOEL W. WHITE.ir 
JNO. T. WAIT.** 
CHARLES F. LESTER.tt 
STANLEY G. TROTT.** 
JOHN P. C. MATH£R.§§ 
WILLIAM L. 'HOMMEDIEU. 
NOYES BILLINGS. 
JOHN DANFORTH. 
GEORGE SHERMAN. 
ABIEL B. SHERMAN. 

From the President and Secretaries of the American Seamen's 
Friend Society, and others of my fellow christians and citizens, well 
known in the city of New York. 

New York, Sept. 29, 1846. 
We, the undersigned, having been acquainted with the Rev. C. W. Denison a num- 
ber of years, as a preacher to seamen and as editor of the ** Sheet Anchor," believe 
him to be qualified to serve as Chaplain in the Navy, and recommend him for that 
office. 

EDWARD RICHARDSON, President American Seaman's Friend Society. 
W. L. HUDSON, Commander U. S. Navy. 
SAMUEL BROWN, General Agent Sailors' Magazine. 
LUTHER P. HUBBARD, Agent New York Marine Bible Society. 

H LOOMIS ( Secretaries American Seamen's Friend Society. 

SIDNEY A. 'cOREY, Pastor 11th Street Church, New York city. 

JOHN O. CHANEY, Superintendent Sailor's Home, Boston. 

W. B. M ACL AY, Member of Congress. 

BENJA. M. HILL, Cor. Secretary American Baptist Home Mission Society. 

HENRY CHASE, Minister of the Marker's Church, New York. 

* Late Governor of the State. IT Recently Consul to LirerpcoL 

t Late Member of Congress. ** Late State's Attorney. 

I Late State Senator. tt Late Collector at New London. 

f Judge of the County Court. II Post Master at New London. 



II Secretary to Oct. Clereland. ff Mayor of New London. 
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From the high respectahility of the subscribers to the within recommendation » 
seTeral of whom are well known to me, I take great pleasure in uniting in it. 

B. F. BUTLER. 

CHARLES G. SOMERS, Pastor of the South Baptist Church, New York. 

R. H. MACLAY. 

RUFUS BABCOCK, Cor. Secretary American and Foreign Bible Society. 

ELTSHA TUCKER, Pastor of Oliver Street Baptist Church, New York. 

S. H. CONE, Pastor of First Baptist Charch. 

SAM. P. ROBINSON, [Brooklyn.] 

JOSEPH STOCKBRIDGE, U. S. Navy. 

S. S. CUTTING, Ed. N. Y. Recorder. 

IVILLIAM R. WILLIAMS, Pastor of Amity Street Baptist Church, N. Y. 

ALEX. MING, Jr. 

WM. FAULKNER, Editor of the Norwich News. 

* From citizens in the city of Wilmington, Del., where I was for- 
merly pastor of a church : 

Wilmington, Del., Dec. 1. 1845. 
We, the undersigned, have kno^hi the Rev. Charles W. Denison while pastor of 
a church in this city for three years, and believing him well qualified to serve as a 
Chaplain in the Navy, unite in recommending him- to the President of the United 
States for that post. 

W. R. SELLARS. 

ROBERT D. HICKS. 

D. C. WILSON. 

H. F. ASKEW. 

HENRY HICKS. 

SOLOMON SHARP, Jr.* 

JOHN McCLUNG. 

ALEXR. PORTER. 

From Hon. E. H. Batard, late XT. S. Senator from Delaware. I 
^;>i resided near Mr. Bayard^s house while in Wilmington : 

WiHiNGTON, Dig. 2d, 1845. 
8iB, — The Rev. Mr. Denison, formerly editor of the Sheet Anchor, who is 
personally known to you, is desirous of obtaining the appointment of Chaplain 
IB the Navy. I know of no clerical gentleman more likely to be useful to the 
■ervice, and therefore beg leave to recommend him to your favorable consider- 
Ution for that appointment. 

I have the honor to be very respectfully, 

RICHARD H. BAYARD. 

Hon. Gsorox Bancroft, Secretary of the Navy. 

From the Hon. Andrew T. Judson, Judge of the United States 
District Court for the State of Connecticut; — a gentleman whose ac- 
quaintance I have enjoyed for a number of years : 

U. S. District Court Room, ) 

Canterbury, Ct., Oct. 8, 1845. J 
Sir, — I take pleasure in commending to your Excellency's notice, the Rev. 
C. W. Denison, whom I have known lor a long time, as a warm hearted, elo- 
quent preacher, of the Baptist denomination. 

Iflr. Denison desires the appointment of Chaplain in the U. S. Navy, and I 
may be allowed to add, that 1 know of no gentleman in his profession better 
' cmslified. With great respect, your Ez'ys. Ob't Ser't, 

ANDREW T. JUDSON. 
His Ex't J. K. Polk, President of the U. S. 



* Svgwm in the United States Nary. 
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From S. De Witt Bloodgood, Esq., Editor of the New York Daily 

Transcript : 

New York, Oct, 37, *45. 
Dear Sir — I heg leave respectfully to introduce to your acquaintance the 
bearer, the Rev. C. W. Denison, the object of whose visit to Washington will be 
explained by himself, and also in a letter from the Rev. Mr. Parker. 

I most cheerfully add my recommendation to his, and hope that you will give 
this application a nivorable consideration. 

In the administration of your department you have shown such skill and 
energy in the improvement of the physical condition of the service, that I do 
not doubt you will regard its moral wants with equal zeal. 

Respectfully, 

S. DEWITT BLOODGOOD. 
The Hon. Mr. Bancroft, Secretary of the Navy. 

From Rev. Dr. Welch, Albany, N. Y., to Hon. W. L. Marct, 

Secretary of War. 

Albany, Oct. 10th, '45. 
Hon. and Dear Sir, — The object of this brief note is to introduce to your 
favorable consideration my esteemed friend, Rev. Chas. W. Denison. 

He is making application for an appointment as Chaplain in the Navy, and I 
feel much interest in his success. His long intimacy with seamen, for whose 
improvement and salvation he has for many years been devotedly engaged, 
eminently qualifies him for usefulness in this department. I am persuaded if 
the best good of the mariner be regarded, a better man could hardly be selected. 
Any aid you may render him in this matter, will very greatly oblige 

Your friend, &c., 

B. T. WELCH. 

From Rev. C. G. Sommers, New York, to Hon. Mr. Marcy : 

New Tork, Oct. 16, '45 
Dear Sir, — A single moment only is allowed to me, to add my commenda- 
tion to that of Dr. Welch, in favor of my excellent friend and Brother, Rev. C. 
W. Denison. In the circle of my acquaintance, I hazard nothing in saving, 
that I kno^ of no other individual, so well qualified to render himself useful in 
promoting the moral improvement of seamen. With an earnest desire, that 
this application may secure your approbation, and in its results prove eminently 
instrumental in the present and everlasting welfare of many of our gallant tars. 

I am, with great respect yours, &c., 

CHARLES G. SOMMERS. 

Many more testimonials, of a similar character, might he given ; but 
these will suffice to satisfy the public how I stand where I am best 
known. 

I will add one letter more, from a Baptist clergyman, of the first 
standing in Philadelphia, inviting me to preach for him on my way 
through that place of my former residence : 

Philadelphia, Dxc. 13, 1846. 
Dear Bro. Denison: — ^Relative to your preaching for us on Sabbath a-week, 
I have only to say that it will give me a great deal of pleasure to see you and hear 
you. Can you not come up early in the week, be at oar Missionary meetings, and 
leave the time of your preaching tor us open for future arrangement? 

Yours in the gospel, 

WM. SHADRACH. 

I could not remain, as proposed, but attended two missionary meet* 

ings where Dr. Judson was present, and took part in one of them« 
4* 
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I have now noticed and repelled all the charges laid before the 
eharch ; and do not feel bound to travel out of the record to follow 
every idle tale that has malice for its inventor, and scandal for its trum- 
peter. There is, however, one slander employed by my fellow citizen « 
Mr. Eichard Burroughs, residing in Charter street, to which I will 
briefly allude. 

That gentleman, among other equally agreeable things, charges me 
with having cut out leaves from the Treasurer's book of the Marine 
Total Abstinence Society. This is a somewhat grave accusation ; and 
after this public contradiction of it, I respectfully and affectionately ad- 
monish Mr. Richard Burroughs, to be cautious how he repeats it. A 
civil prosecution will check his unruly tongue, if nothing else can. 

The following letter from the member of the Society who was its 
Treasurer when the leaves were missing from the book, and who ex- 
plained to his successor ^hen they were removed, is perfectly conclur 
sive on the subject of my ever having anything to do with them. 

From Mr. James P. Rice, formerly Treasurer of the Boston Mar- 
ine T. A. Society — now a student in New Hampshire : 

New Hampton, Feb. 7th, 1846. 
Mt Dear Brotheb:— Your note came to band this evening, stating that yoQ 
had returned to the city and commenced Toar labors at the new Seaman's Chapel. 
That I was glad to hear. But the report that yon mention of cutting or tearing oat 
leaves from the book in which the accounts of the Marine Temperance Society was 
kept while I was treasurer, is absolutely false. That time was from Oct 1843, to 
April 1844. I remain your brother in Chrbt, 

J. P. RICE. 

Another private slander, not mentioned to me in the charges of the 
church, is that I had retained the sum of $10,00 given to me to be for- 
warded to the American Seamen's Friend Society, at New York, by 
S. G. Shipley, Esq., who received it from Mr. Jonathen Pierce, Gro- 
ton Mass. — It was stated that the files of the Sailor's Magazine had 
been searched for several years, and no such acknowledgement could 
be found. Here, then, was proof positive against me ! But a good 
providence had saved from the hundreds of my pamphlets sacrificed at 
the Sheet Anchor office, the Annual Report of the A. S. F. S. for 
1843, and the SailoVjs Magazine for March of the same year; and on 
shaking the dust from* them, and turning to the 34th page of the Fif« 
teenth Annual Report, and the 224th of the Magazine, fifteenth volume, 
the money appeared duly acknowledged ! In the Magazine it stands 

follows : 

DOKATIOKS, 

Jonathan Pierce of Baptist Society, Groton, Mass. . . « . $10 09 
In the Report it is thus acknowledged : 

MA49ACBUSBTTB. 

Groton.-^, Pierce, $10 00 



I have 8ubser[uent1y received a letter on the subject, from my friend 
Capt. Richardson, the truly efficient President of the American Sea- 
men's Friend Society — a gentleman, who knows how to sympathise 
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with those who are making sacrifices for the good of sea-faring men*— 
in which he says : 

New York, 3 Jan*rt, 1846. 

Mr Dkar Brother : — I have jast received yours of 3l8t ult., and have no 
doubt of all you sav about remittances, but have not time to-day to look over. 
I would not trouble myself about such a matter. Let them come and see if they 
do not believe you. I believe you — and trust by a patient, humble course, yoo 
win prevail in your present trying case. — ^May God be with you and with His 
people, who undertake your investigation. 

In haste yours sincerely. 

E. RICHARDSON. 

Thus is another lie (to use a sailor's phrase) " brought up all stand- 
ing." What one will my enemies set afloat next? 

Another pitiful story, of the same class with those already refuted, 
(a fabrication originated at the Sheet Anchor ofRce,) is that I obtained 
forty subscribers for that paper in Syracuse, N. Y., and kept the 
accounts and the money ! Now, it has been so ordered that the last 
time I was in that town was nearly five years ago — more than two 
years before the Sheet Anchor was issued ! 

I invite attention to the letter that follows, from a gentleman who 
was formerly one of the editors of a daily paper in .Syracuse : 

Syracuse, Dec. 25, 1845. 
Rev. C. W. DENisoif : Dear Sir-^I perceive by a hint in year kind letter, 
that you are not allowed to fall under the carse of having '* all men speak well of 
you." Bat men must have more wisdom in their statements, or those who misrepre- 
sent their fellow men will soon be discredited when they speak the truth. 1 aui in- 
formed you have been annoyed by a report in Boston, that you had obtained forty 
subscribers for the Sheet Anchor in this place, and had given no account of the 
names or money. Having an extensive acquaintance here, I feel justified in saying 
it is a fabrication. I called on the Post Master, who informed me that no person bad 
ever called at his office tb inquire for such a paper, and did not receive it. The utter 
nntrothfulness of such a report should relieve you of all annoyance from it. 

Very truly, your friend, 

J. N. T. TUCKER. 

Thus is a quietus given to another fi\\\y tale. I wait patiently ta , 
see what one my enemies will invent next. 

In my defence before the church I spoke of my owning a lot of land 
in Oswego, N. Y.,-— which I was ready to pledge to Mr. Howe. I 
have since received a letter from one of my correspondents there, who 
informs me that the property has been sacrificed in the revulsions that 
have occurred in that place. This is a loss to me of over $2000. 
The letter is from Mr. D. Harmon, Jr. — My enemies can write to 
Oswego, if they please, and ascertain from him whether I ever owned 
any property there. 

J3ut I am not discouraged at this loss. With the blessing of God 
on my humble labors it will be repaired. I only regret it as pre- 
venting me from immediately fulfilling my engagements. 

It is with feelings of gratitude and melancholy that I spread be- - 
fore the public extracts from a letter from Rev. Mr. Clarke, pastor of 
the Central Baptist Church, Norwich Conn., to Rev. Mr. Neale, Bos- 
ton. The allusions to the departed carry me back to oiher days. 

Mr. Clarke will please accept my thanks for this kind letter. 
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Norwich, Jan. 5tr., 1846. 

My Dear Br. Neale : — Let me say I have been intimately acquainted with 
Brother Charles W. Denison for the last six years. He has often been at my house 
—has 8pei)t a number of Sabbaths with me, as this is his native town, or the. town 
where he was brought up, and where his wife and her friends have long resided. 
I know them well, — they are among our most respectable citizens. They are all 
Poedobaptists. I have been called to accompany Brother Denison to the grave with 
three of his dearest friends — two children, and last his dear wife, all in the flower 
and bloom of youth. A better wife no man ever had. Brother D. is alone, excepi 
one little boy. — The graves of his family are bat a little way from me while I write. 
Now in all the intercourse which I have had with him I can but believe him to be a 
converted man, a child of God ; and that he possesses talents and age, &c., thatought 
not to be lost to the world without very good reason. 

Brother Denison *s hope is one of the strongest feelings of nature. He lives in a 
brighter and better world than stern reality allows this to be; hence he is often like! j 
to fail in his calculations. This, I have been led to think was the fact in respect to 
his pecuniary matters. You know how honest men may be led forward bv strong 
hope based upon false ground ; hence very many men in business make failures,— 
and some ministers do the same. 

With the peculiar circumstances in which Divine Providence had placed me, with 
reference to Brother Denison, 1 felt that 1 ouebt to be allowed to write a line to yon. 
If I had not had a long acquaintance, and that under almost every class of circum- 
stances, I should not have said a single word respecting him. 

Yours in haste, 

M. G. CLARKE. 

As an additional proof of the position I have occupied in my native 
county, (New London, Ct.,) I insert an extract from a letter written to 
me while I was Editor of the Sheet Anchor, by my former guardian, 
Hon. T. W. Williams, then a Member of Congress. 

Washington, Dec. 27, 1842. 

Rev. and Dear Sir :^~If I may be permitted to express an opinion, from my 
long acquaintance with you, and the fact thiat so many of your kindred followed the 
sea, I should judge that the cause of seamen would find an earnest and warm sup- 
port at your hands. 

I knew your father, as a sea-captain. I remember his burial, far from his family 
and home, in a foreign land, when you were but a few years old. The relation in 
which I was placed by that circumstance, as your guardian, has ever caused me to 
feel a deep interest in your welfare. You have, therefore, my best wishes for your 
Buecess. 

I might add other reasons, showing, as I think, your peculiar fitness for the work 
in which you are now engaged, and why it should meet with the support of all who 
feel an interest in promoting the welfare of seamen : such as your association with 
sea-faring men from your birth, in sight of the ocean, and your experience as their 
chaplain; the death, in distant parts, and by drowning, of all your paternal uncles; 
the fact that the remains of your only brother lie buried beneath the sands of the 
shore of Lake Michigan; all tending to awaken in your bosom a deeper feeling for 
the brave and generous saUor. 

I remain yours, truly, 

THOMAS W. WILLIAMS. 

Another ridiculous rumor set afloat against me (probably by '* Elder 
Culver" and his friends,) is that I had attempted to join the Order of 
Odd Fellows, for the purpose of being better prepared to assail him, 
and that 1 was rejected ! To refute this lie, I obtained, within a few 
days past, the annexed note : 

Boston, Feb. 16, 1846. 
Mr. Dekison .* Sir— rit does not appear from our records that yon have been 
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proposed to, or rejected by, any Lodge of Odd Fellows in tl^is city. Each Lodge 
has a list of those rejected by that and other Lodges ; and it would probably ap- 
pear if yoQ had been rejected. I think sach is not the case. I never heard any 
tiling of it before I received yonr letter. — Besides, I thmk no Odd Fellow would 
have proposed yon without yonr permission. 

Yours truly, 

J. G. MORSE,* 

306 Washington Street 

Thus it appears that I am not only not an Odd Fellow — but that I 
have never been proposed to the Order ! I am still waiting patiently 
to see what the busy-bodies of slander will try next. 

This note of Mr. Morse accomplishes a double purpose. It refutes 
the " weak invention of the enemy" respecting ray present position, 
and proves me innocent of an old charge of having been the author of 
a catch-penny pamphlet entitled " Odd Fellowship Exposed," to which 
some forging scoundrel attached enough of my name as a ** Past 
Grand," to induce the public to think I was the author. Of cours^e I 
could not have exposed Odd Fellowship, for I never belonged and 
never was even proposed to the Order. 

My slanderers are kindly advised that they will be under tbe disa- 
greeable necessity of rising earlier in the morning, if they would find 
me sleeping on my post. 



THE REASON OF MY EXCI.ITSION. 

In view of the facts and testimonials now submitted, the public will 
be at a loss to know how it was that a respectable body of people like 
the First Baptist Church of Boston could have excluded me — and, 
especially, in so summary a 'manner. It will be remarked by my fel- 
low citizens, as it has been repeatedly already, that my punishment 
was altogether disproportioned to my ofience ; that the charges named 
in Mr. Neale's unsupported letter were altogether too frivolous to 
warrant my exclusion ; and that, therefore, there must have been some 
secret motive influencing those who controlled the church action in 
my case — some " wheel within a wheel" yet undiscovered. What 
this hidden influence is I shall now proceed to disclose. 

But before I do so, I ask permission to fortify my argument by one 
or two illustrations. 

1. It cannot be that I was excluded from the church for anything 
criminal, because Mr. Neale's letter does not imply it, and because the 
clerk of the Committee, that, at my request, called the last Council, 
stated in the presence of the Council, that the church had nothing 
criminal to allege against me. And yet I was excluded, and that, 
too, unheard ! 

2. It cannot be that I was excluded on account of my embarrassing 

* Permanent Secretary of Massachueetts Lodge. 
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myself in the cause of seamen and temperance, becaase others are al- 
lowed to remain in the ministry and church, who have been and are 
now far more in debt (and that, too, in their private account,) than I 
am on account of others. I shall be excused if I name a few instances. 

There is a clergyman, now pastor of a large church in this city, who 
so involved himself in a worldly speculation as to lose nearly all the 
property he then possessed ; and I have heard it stated, that he had to 
take the benefit of the bankrupt law. Yet, he is in good standing. 

Another minister took the benefit of the act, while involved in private 
debts, and has never been excluded. 

Another much respected minister came to this city in debt several 
hundred dollars, for publishing a religious paper, and saved enongh 
out of a liberal salary to pay his creditors. If I had received only a 
small salary at the Bethel, I should before this have paid all my debts. 

Another minister was in debt so much (as has been alledged, on ac- 
count of extravagance in his family,) that his prudential committee had 
to induce the church to increase his salary, for the purpose of keeping 
a sufficient amount in their hands to meet his liabilities. And yet all 
these are in regular standing ! 

Deacons and private members of the church can own and let public 
houses where alcoholic poisons are sold, and drunken rows committed 
on the holy sabbath ; they can fail, and turn off their creditors with ten 
or twenty cents on the dollar ; others can retain the church funds, em- 
ploy them for their own uses, suspend payment, and then have the 
amount they owed the church, made up by private subscriptions ; others 
still, (as is the case with more than one of my enemies,) can indulge 
in profane language before their workmen, and others, as many persons 
can testify ;* others, even Deacons, can turn a mother, and a sister 
from their doors, and do many other things too scandalous to mention ; 
and yet they are not excluded ! 

But I, in my absence, without a hearing before my church, and 
while asking a delay of only one week, that I might collect evidence 
of my innocence of every charge. I am thus summarily and forever 
cut oflffrom the Baptist communion ! 

" O. justice I thou hast fled to brutish beasts, 
Ana men hatre lost their reason." . 

I am an humble man. I am not worthy to occupy the at- 
tention of the public with my private wrongs. But I boldly declare 
that a more flagrant instance of ecclesiastical persecution has not oc- 
curred in modern times. If I were living in the days of Roger Wil- 
liams, I doubt not there are those here who would drive me from the 
Bay State, to dwell smong savages. Most devoutly do I thank Heav^, 
that the days of bigotry and intolerance are numbered in New Eng- 
land. 

'* O call this holy gronnd, 

The spot the rilgrims trod ! 
They left unstained, what here they found, 

Freedom to worship God." 

* I have heard these oaths, myself, la one instance, uttered by a professor who has boon actirtt 
In persecuting me. 
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As another illustration of the peculiar trials to which ministers are 
exposed, I give the following facts, furnished on good authority. *' A 
young clergyman, who was settled in one of the New England States, 
and who for a time struggled hard to maintain himself and family, up- 
on the miserable pittance he received for his labors, finding that he 
was becoming involved, resolved to seek some field of labor wherein 
he pould receive a support, or else to abandon the ministry, which he 
loved as his life, for employment that would at least yield him bread. 
He changed his field; and, by the blessing of Providence, his lines fell 
in mote pleasant places. He was again settled over a society, one 
that yielded him a support, but nothing more. When he left his for- 
mer field of labor, the society were indebted to him, more than enough 
to pay his liabilities, but they did npt pay him $ wished him to wait; — 
as a necessary consequence he left in debt to some individuals, who 
had futnished him upon credit, the necessary means of support; — but 
no sooner was he established in his new home, than they beset him for 
their pay. In vain he told them that he had no other means to pay 
them, save what he hoped to derive from his labors, in his former 
charge. They were inexorable. One day* as he was busy preparing 
for the Sabbath, the ofidcers coolly walked in and attached his furni- 
ture and books, for the payment of his bread, while laboring for a soci- 
ety of which his rapacious creditor was a member, and who were, and 
are to this very moment, indebted to the poor victim, to the amount of 
more than twice the debt." 

This is not a solitary instance. My own case must now be added 
to the list. But I do not complain. 

** To God, in whom I trust, 
I lift my heart and voice ; 
O, let me not be put to shame, 
Nor let my foes rejoice." 

These things being true, what was the reason of my exclusion ? 
The principal reason lies partly out of view, and I proceed to expose 
it. It is found in the interest taken in my afiairs by 

ELDER NATHANIEL CULVER, 

formerly of Washington County, N. Y., known in Boston as Rev. Ni 
COLVER, of Tremont Temple. I speak of him "more in sorrow 
than in anger." I am compelled by a sense of duty to state what 
follows : 

I became acquainted with Mr. Culver in the year 1839. He was 
commended to me as an individual who had been somewhat prominently 
engaged in the moral reforms of the day. I knew but little of his pri- 
vate history; and although I had heard some rumors against him, my im- 
pressions were in his favor. In speaking of him^ now, I act solely in 
self defence. I have no wish to injure him. 

At the time I first met him he was on his way to Boston, to commence 
a Free Baptist Church here. I did not meet him again until 1840, when 
I came to Boston on business. I then noticed, (what others have fre- 
quently observed,) his extreme censoriousness of spirit, his bitter per- 



. >■ 



48 

sonaljnvectives toward the aged, as well as the young; and soon found 
that however I might agree with him in some public measures, I could 
sympathise but very little with such a man in private. I could not, 
end did not give him my entire confidence. I am now perfectly con- 
vinced that my estimate of his character was correct. In proof of this 
declaration, I submit the following facts : 

It was in the Summer of 1841, that I tarried at Mr. Culver's house 
all night. My society had been courted by him, and I visited him oc- 
casionally* On the night in- question, not far from mid-night, a lady, 
a stranger to me, who was stopping with Mr. Culver, awoke the whole 
family by her violent outcries. As a number of persons, (except Mr. 
Culver,) rushed to the passage way, where she was walking and weep- 
ing, and talking, I heard her make such statements as satisfied me 
that Mr. Culver then, or at some previous time, had been taking im- 
proper liberties with her ! She was at length pacified, and retired. 
But the affair made a deep impression on my mind ; and I have never 
slept under Mr. Culver's roof since that night. 

It has been said by Mr. Culver and his friends, that the lady was 
deranged. This may be so; but it is a little singular, that she should 
happen to be deranged on that particular subject, at that particular time 
of night, and in that particular place ! 

Not very long after this, while entering hastily, by means of a night 
key, the house of one of the deacons of a Baptist church in this city, 
at that time one of my friends, I saw Mr. Culver in the entry, imme- 
diately under the stairs, holding a lady in his arms in the most indeli- 
cate and disgusting manner. I passed rapidly by them, merely notic- 
ing that the lady was evidently disconcerted at his approaches, while 
his countenance was wreathed with one of his peculiar smiles, and his 
voice mellowed to its softest tones* 

I was shocked at his position, as a professed minister of the gospel, 
a married man and a father, and hurried past him to an adjoining 
room. The lady continued to complain of his liberties, and in a few 
moments he left her. 

To the truth of this fact I am ready, at any moment, to make oath 
before any civil magistrate. 

I had my suspicions further aroused, from an incident that occurred 
while he was in England; but I said nothing to any one of these and 
other cases, hoping that he would be brought to see the impropriety 
of such a course of conduct, and abandon it. But well did he re- 
member that I was aware of these facts, as will appear in the sequel. 
He was afraid, (to use one of his " elegant extracts,") that I would 
" slop over." And well he might be ! Hence his interest, of late, 
in my business transactions. 

In the course of the Summer of 1845, 1 ;irisited a clergyman in the 
state of New York, (not " a Mason," nor an " Odd Fellow," — nor a 
" pro-slavery" man, let me remark, for Mr. Culver's especial com- 
fort,) who handed me a pamphlet, of which the following is the ex- 
act title :— 
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THE 
OP 

ELDER NATHANIEL €ULVER, 

FOR AN ALLEGED ASSAULT AND BATTERY ON 

POJLLY SJIIITH^'^ 

BEFORE THE GENERAJi SESSIONS OF THE COURT, 

Held in and for the County of Washington, N. Y., on the Sth^ 9tk, 

lOthy 12^A, I3thy 14th, days of Decemher, 1831. With a 

Brief History of the events which preceded the complaint. 

PRINTED AT SANDY HILL, N. Y. 

1832. 

This pamphlet is now in my possession. It may be seen by any 
one who will call on me at my study, 58 Salem street. It is publish- 
•ei by Mr- Culver's defenders — not his opponents. It contains the 
testimony of JAiss Smith, given under oath before a Justice of the 
Peace. The details are of such a nature that I must be excused 
from presenting them here. The lady charges him with the basest 
condiict-^with assailing her in the most indecorous manner — while 
At the time he was the head of a family! 

The result of this trial was, that the jury could not agree. The 
prisoner was not acquitted : he barely escaped by being discharged, 
in consequence of the rising of the Court. 

The unprejudiced citizens of Washington County, who know all 
the facts, are the best judges ; and their opinion may be inferred from 
the fact that '* Elder Culver" soon after left the county, and located 
near Philadelphia. 

That he has friends in his former county — that an exparte Council 
has been held in his favor in that region— that certificates and let- 
ters have been obtained there among his followers — I am well aware; 
but, on the other hand, that a large mass of the delegates to the 
Washington County Association left the church in which they were 
assembled last year, because Elder Culver was to preach there; that 
a new house of worship was erected by the Baptists who seceded 
from under his ministry, embracing the flower of the denomination, 
in Greenwich village ; and that other persuasions have been very 
much increased in the* community, from among the Baptist families, 
through their want of confidence in Mr. Culver; will not and cannot 
be denied. 

It was reading this jmmphlet, thus published, and thus sustained, 
that seriously shook my faith in Elder Culver. I hoped he was inno- 

* This is a nick-name, giren by Elder Culvbr's friends. The lady's name is Mabt Suzth. 1 
neiBpr saw b«r, but undentaod ^lat ^r laqiily is i«s>pectable. 
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cent, and so wrote him ; but I had, even then, my fears. I saw the 
book was issued by his own immediate neighbors — I saw that he was 
defended at the bar by his nephew^— I saw that he himself wrote the 
introduction, (at least,) representing himself as a spotless victim on the 
altar of Masonic vengeance — and yet so plain, so artless, so solemn 
was the statement of Miss Smith, taken in connection with what I 
had myself seen and heard in Boston, that I could not in my con** 
science but believe him a guilty man ! This honest conviction I ex* 
pressed to my brother clergyman with whom I was then staying— at 
the same time adding the charitable hope that Mr. Culver had seen 
his error, had repented of it before God, and was then living as a 
Christian man. 

I publish to the world the fact that my expressing this honest con- 
viction, and in the mild terms alluded to at first, is one of the causes of 
my persecutions and exclusion from the First Baptist Church of 
Boston. 

Now for the proof: 

I expressed my opinion with regard to Mr. Culver to a clergyman 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., who was then coming to Boston to exchange with 
Eev. Mr. Neale^ pastor of the First Church. This opinion of mine 
was communicated by that clergyman to Mr. Neale. Mr. Neale com- 
municated it to Mr. Culver. Mr. Culver consulted with some of the 
members of the First Church — and, especially with one af its oftcers^ 
who hoA a deep pecuniary interest in the Tremont Temple, and whose 
daughter had experienced indignities at Mr. Culver's hands ! A few 
of the oldest heads were thus put together ; and it was then and there 
resolved that I should be excluded from the church, and that my pe" 
cuniary difficulties, my statements respecting preaching at Hamil* 
ton, and ** excessive vanity,'' should be alleged as the cause ! Hence 
the letter from Mr. Neale to me — hence the hasty action of the 
church. 

In the prosecution of this amiable plot, Mr. Culver set himself to 
work with his usual tact and industry in such matters. I must be 
silenced, at all hazards. I must not be allowed to ^* slop over" what I 
knew to be the truth respecting him. He became remarkably interest- 
ed in my private affitirs. He called on my creditors, or induced others 
to do so, and learned all he could respecting my liabilities. He wait- 
ed, with his blandest smiles, on Mr. Howe, at the Sheet Anchor office^ 
and poured into his ear the pleas that should move him to complain 
of me to my church ; and, as I have reason to believe, was one of the 
causes of Mr. Howe's placing my library under the sheriff's hammer. 
J'robably he was anxious to obtain some good books at a small price. 
If so, I fervently hope he succeeded — for I do not know a man on the 
face of the earth who stands more in need of good books than ** El' 
der Nathaniel CtUver" 

But if any further proof were wanting to show that my expressing 
my opinion of Mr. Culver, is one of the principal causes of my per- 
secutions, I have it — and that, too, from his own lips. Let him deny 
what I say, if he dares. 

At the late meeting of the Triennial Convention in New York, Mr. 
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Culver was present, and figured somewhat conspicuously. He sought 
me in the crowd, and the following conversation ensued. Said he : 

" Denison ! you'd better come to Boston, and attend to the charges 
brought against ye." 

My reply was : 

** Mr. Culver, I shall come to Boston when I get ready. I am now 
preparing to come there. I have no fears in coming, for I know that 
all that can be charged upon me is that I have involved myself in debt 
for the benefit of temperance and seamen." 

" No," said he, (and I ask the public to mark well his words. — I 
quote his own peculiar phraseology.) — " No, that ain't all there 
IS AGAINST YE— by a good deal. DIDN'T YOU TELL MR. 
TAYLOR, OF BROOKLYN, THAT YE BELIEVED THE 
STATEMENT OF THAT GIRL IN WASHINGTON COUN- 
TY?" 

" Yes," I replied, looking him full in the face. " Yes, Mr. Culver, 
I did tell him so ; and I do believe that girVs statement ! I read the 
report of your trial, as it came from the hands of your friends ; and 
I could not help believing what the girl testified to, under oath. I he* 
lieve it now**-— I added, continuing to look him directly in the eye, — 
*' but I hope, as I havQ always said, that you have repented of what 
you did, and now are living like a christian." 

Never shall I forget the effect of this reply. It was perfectly elec- 
trical. It was even more impressive than that produced by my short 
speech before the last Council in Boston. Mr. Culver rose hastily in 
the pew, where we had been seated somewhat by ourselves. His 
countenance was the most perfect living picture of rage I ever beheld. 
His eyes glared on me like the burning fierceness of a furnace. 

With a brief allusion to the exparte Council that attempted to de- 
fend him, he exclaimed, as he thrust his fist toward me : " Denison ! 
you're a liar ! you're a sdoundrel ! you're a villain ! you're no better 
than a murderer— you're a dangerous man !" 

As he said this he sprang out of the pew, and, declaring he would 
have nothing more to say to me, dashed down the aisle of the church, 
and mingled with the throng; 

I immediately gave two clergymen, who were near by — one of them 
residing in Philadelphia and the other in Boston — a brief hint of the in- 
terview, and soon after left the church to attend to my business at the 
office of the Light Ship. These gentlemen will be ready testify to 
this fact. 

Under the influence of his highly christian feelings, Mr. Culver 
came on to Boston. His work against me went on with redoubled 
energy. He met me at the Sheet Anchor office on the day of my ar- 
rival to save my library, where he called to see that those " good 
books" would certainly be sold. — He met me in the informal committee 
of the First Baptist Church, and was my chief cross-questioner there. 
—He went among my friends, and poisoned their minds against me as 
far as he could — until his benevolent mission was accomplished, and 
I was excluded from the church. So much for the peculiar interest 
taken in my affairs by " Elder Nathaniel Culver," formerly of Wash- 
ington County, N. Y. 
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But God was and is still on my side. The attempts made by Mr. 
Culver and his friends to destroy me, because I had dared to ex- 

fress an opinion I could no more prevent forming in my mind than 
could prevent the ishining of the sun at noon-day, has re-acted in 
my favor; and, I doubt not, it will continue to do so. His persecutions 
of me, for opinion's sake, have led me mdre directly than ever to the 
foot of the cross ; they have placed me more firmly than ever on the 
solid rock of decision of character. Indeed, these recent fiery trials 
have almost made me a new man ; and I sometimes feel like publish- 
ing a card of thanks to my enemies for the inestimable benefits they 
have unintentionally conferred upon me. 

" Fas ah koste docerV^ 

Since my exclusion, Eldejr Culver iind his friends have continued 
ttf manifest their interest in me, in various ways. Besides that de- 
lififhtful paragraph in the Reflector, written by one of his immediate 
advisers^ if not by the Elder himself, several influences have been at 
work. One of his deacons, with a private member, has called on me 
repeatedly ; and sought to " entangle me :" but it has all been in vain. 
Another one of his deacons called, and most earnestly entreated me 
not to publish anything of what I knew on this subject. I have been 
threatened and coaxed in all sorts of ways, and at various times. But 
I know where I stand. I feel the firm foundation of truth beneath my 
feet — and " I shall not be greatly moved."* 

Another fact with reference to Mr Culver has xome to my knowl- 
edge within a few weeks past. It is the case of a lady, who has 
been a member of a christian church for several years. She states 
that during a brief interview, in this city. Elder Culver placed his 
hands on her in a manner the most revolting to decency — and, pro- 
ceeded, before she could escape him, to liberties the most shamefully 
unbecoming. This lady is ready, if necessary, to testify to the fact 
in a court of justice. I was not aware of this case when I saw Mr. 
Culver in New York, and when I wrote him from that city, last 
fall. 

I view of such facts, I feel thankful to a holy God that, in his mys- 
terious providence, He has cut me ofl* from a Baptist church, while 
such a man as Nathaniel Culver is allowed to remain one of the 
ministers in its fellowship. 
I - -. . 

* While this pamphlet was going through the press, Rev. Mr. Nbale and Decon S. G. Shiplst, 
(the latter gentleaian mvolved several thousand dollars in the Tremont Temple,) called at the print- 
ing office, to intimidate the printers. Meeting me there, they gave me to understand that Mr Cul- 
VBB was determined to throw me into prison if I alluded to him in these pacres ! Let him do it, if he 
can. I hbd rather he in pirison, like John the Baptist, as an innocent man, tEan in aTSsfePLB, like He- 
rod, as a guihy one. 
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CONCLUSION. 

MY PRESENT POSITION. 

Immediately after I received the letter that announced my exclu- 
sion, I resolved to return to Boston. I knevir I had friends here, and 
I was not afraid to face my enemies. I was resolved to preach to 
seamen here, and elsewhere, if I had to do it standing in the snow 
on the wharves. 

With an overruling providence for my guide, therefore, I again en- 
tered the city, and soon unfurled the Bethel flag from a new place of wor- 
ship. We began, it is known, in the dead of winter. Our hall, was 
unattractive in its appearance — an untooled granite room, with nothing 
but the un planed floor beneath, and the white- washed beams above. 
The location was remote from dwellings, and the crossing of the street 
inconvenient. Our meetings have not been published in any paper but 
the Light Ship, and that is printed in New York. We have nad none 
- of the great, or the rich, or the influential, to rally around us. My 
enemies, and the enemies of Christianity and temperance,as represented 
in our Bethel, have been busy night and day. Yet, with all these 
things against us — and I write it with devout thanksgivings to God — , 
our success has been truly wonderful. The congregations, considering 
all the circumstances, have been numerous ; and, sometimes, our hau 
has not been large enough to contain the people. 

The seamen — the class we most aim to benefit — are coming in with 
us, and signing the total abstinence pledge. Our sabbath school, al- 
though just being commenced, promises to be very useful to the neigh- 
borhood ; and the distribution of bibles, books, tracts, and religious 
and temperance papers, will, we trust be of great service to our fellow- 
creatures — especially the sons of the ocean and their families.* 

The following Constitution and List of Officers of our new Society, 
will show the public that we are determined to go forward. Nearly 
every officer has been, or is now, connected with the sea. 

CONSTITUTION 

or THE INDEPXNI>SNT BETHEL SOCIETY. 

[Formed January 14th, 1846.] 

Article Ist. This Society shall be called the ** Independent Bethel Union of 
the Port of Boston,'** 

Art. 2. The object of this Society is to sustain the Rev. Charles W. Denison in 
promoting Christianity and Temperance among seamen and others. 

Art. 3. This Society shall be independent of all sects, denominations and 
societies, whatever; provided always, that Mr. Denison be at liberty to maintain 
his own couscientions views of the gospel and its ordinances. 

Art. 4. The place in which this Society may meet shall be known as the 
** Independent Bethel Hall,'* until a permanent or floating chapel is procured. 

* This was written in March, when our Bethel was in the Eastern Avenue. We now meet in a 
much more convenient place, in the Gerrish Block, comer of Blackstone and Ann streets. I usually 
preach ^bbath morning and afternoon. We have Temperance meetings on Sunday, Tuesday and 
Friday evenings. Seats free. My friends and the public are cordially invited. 

5* 
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Art. 5. This Society shall hold at least two meetings for the worship of God on 
the Sabbath day, and devote every Sabbath evening to Temperance, and its kindred 
virtues. As many meetings as possible shall be held on ship-board, and in the 
houses occupied by seamen and their friends. 

Art. 6. The collections on every Sabbath morning and afternoon shall be apprO' 
priated exclusively to Mr. Denison's snpport, and be placed entirely at his disposal. 
He may, if he pleases, devote them to any benevolent object. Other collections or 
donations may be obtained by Mr Denison, or by the Society, for his support, or for 
objects connected with the Society, as circumstances may demand. 

Art. 7. Any person of good moral character may become a member of this 
Society by contributing annually one dollar or more to the funds. 

Art. 8. fio rum-seller, nor any abettor of a rum-seller, shall be a member of 
this Society. 

Art. 9. The funds of this Society shall be subject entirely to the control of 
-the board of officers, always excepting the Sabbath morning and aflemoon collec- 
tkws, ^d such other donations as may be intended solely for Mr. Denison. 

Art. 10. This Society shall do all in its power, consistent with its objects, to 
promote the welfare of such seamen's homes and boarding houses, as are conducted 
on correct principles. 

^ Art. 11. The President shall preside at all the meetings of the Society, and m 
fais absence the other officers in the order in< Which they are elected. All the meet- 
ings shall be opened by prayer and singing. 

Art. 12. The Treasurer shall make written monthly reports to the Society of 
the state of the finances. . 

Art. is. The Secretary shall keep a fair record of all the proceedings of the 
{Society; to be tead at every regular meeting. 

Art. 14. This Society shall hold a meeting for busing the first Wednesday 
evening in each month ; and as much oftener as the objects of the Society may re- 
quire. The President shall call a meeting at any such special time, at the request 
vf any thr^e officers or members of the Society. 

Art. 15. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the evening of the 
first Monday in January, when a written statement shall be submitted by the Secre- 
tary, and the officers chosen for another year. 

Art. 16. Any society of gentlemen, or ladies, or children, may become auxil- 
iary to this Society, by conforming to this constitution, and devoting its funds to our 
"objects. 

Art. 17. This constitution shall not be altered, except at an anhual meeting 
of the Society; and by a vote of two-thirds of the mctmbera present at said 
meeting. 

SAMUEL H. CHEIiVER, Presidetit. 

WILLIAM BARTEMAS, > j^. PresidenU 
GEORGE BRADFORD, 5 ^restaenu. 

J. H. GRUSH, Recording Secretary, 

Rev. CHARLES W. DENISON. ] g^^'^T'Jgfnt"" 
HERALD H. PERKINS, Treasurer, 9 Tileston street. 
JOSEPH VOSE, 



OLIVER HAYNES, 
GEORGE HARDY, 
JOHN MUNRO, 
JAMES DAVENPORTj 
JOHN H. THOMPSON, 



Managers* 



Any donations made or sent to the Treasurer, Mr. H. H. Perkins, 
9 Tileston street, will be gratefully acknowledged, and faithfully ap- 
plied. 

The expenses we have to meet the ensuing year will be nearly as 
follows: 
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Retit of Bethel, 
For services of Sexton, 
Fuel and lights. 
Settees, - - . 

Salary of Chaplain, 

Total expense for this year. 



SSOO 00 


- 50 00 


50 00 


150 00 


000 OO'J*' 



$750 00 



To meet this sum of $750, a year, we rely first on the generous 
donations of the public, sent in to our treasury, and the sulfscriptions 
to our constitution. 

2. On the collections taken up in the Bethel Sunday, Tuesday and 
Friday evenings. 

And, 3. On such extra efforts as may be put forth by our friends. 
It is our hope that this reliance will not be in vain. Our object being 
solely the best good of sea-faring men, and their families, we make 
our appeal with confidence to the patronage of the public. 

I avail myself of this occasion to acknowledge the liberal benefac- 
tion of the friends who presented me a bible, and the favors already 
received since my return to Boston. Supporters have rallied around 
me beyond my expectation. I thus publicly return to them all my 
most sincere and hearty thanks. By their kindness, I have a hospi- 
table home, and a quiet study provided me. Some have sent me, in 
the most delicate manner, articles of clothing. Others have made me 
private donations — saying to me, as they pressed my hand in theirs, 
" Go on— with God's blessing, you are sure to succeed." I shall go 
on — and my prayer is that the blessing my friends ask for me, may 
descend on them abundantly. 

It will be perceived that the object of our new Society, is one that 
commends itself to every benevolent heart — the spread of Christianity 
and temperance among seamen, and such others as may attend on my 
ministry. Five meetings for this good object are held in our Bethel 
every week ; and it is intended, whenever the weather will permit, to 
re-commence the ship-board meetings which I began to hold Summer 
before last. Thousands have attended these meetings, and hundreds 
have signed at them the temperance pledge.t 

Tens of thousands more, I hope, will yet attend them, and be led by 
them to the enjoyment of the blessings of the religion of Christ, and 
the total abstinence movement. 

There are over 50,000 seamen visiting the port of Boston every 
yeari For the religious instruction of this great number not more than 
1600 seats are provided. Over 8000 sailors and boatmen are found 
in this city every day. Surely there is need, then, of even more 
Bethels beside ours. 

Our Society, it will be seen by the constitution, is in no way secta- 



M^k^faAbrtM 



* It will be remembered, that the constitution allows the Ohaplain the Sabbath morning and 
afternoon collections. These will probably amount to about 0200 a year, that is, if the congregatfoa 
continues to increase. I do not complain, if the collections shall only be one half this sum— as that 
will help to pay my board. 

t These are now held at the Baltimore packet Pier, every Sabbath erening, at 6 o'clock. They 
are quiet and orderly. Hundreds bare signed the pledge at them already. 
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rian. Christians, of all denominations, are welcome to enjoy with us 
the sweet and holy privileges of the house of God. My own religious 
views are precisely the same I have conscientiously held for the last 
fifteen years j but I give to others the same liberty of conscience which 
1 claim for myself. 

The conversion and reformation of seamen is the great aim of my life. 
For the promotion of this object I make this appeal in the name of the 
Independent Bethel Union of the Port of Boston. For the pro- 
motion of this object I call around the Bethel flag such christians as 
have confidence in my integrity, and believe they will profit under my 
preaching, tor the promotion of this object I earnestly ask the pray- 
ers of friends of the Redeemer in all lands. And I feel firmly assured, 
as my trust for success is solely in God, that I shall not make this ap- 
peal in vain. " If God be for us, who can be against us?" 

For the encouragement of ministers of the gospel who are willing 
to spend and be spent in doing good, I submit a few still moreiprivate 
facts of a pecuniary nature. I want to show my brethren that they 
need never depairr— 

<< Abate no jot of heart or hope. 
But onward press — right on." 

The amount of my liabilities in Boston is as follows : 

To Deacon Jona. Howe, on account of my eflTorts to estab- 
lish the Sheet Anchor, a seaman's paper,* - - $400 00 

To Mr. J. B. Hall, on account of similar ^fibrts for the Wash- 
ingtonian, a temperance paper, 130 00 

To Sleeper and Rogers, on account of same, ... 174 00 

To Deacon Thomas Richardson, on account of same, - 50 00 

To Mr. B. Abrahams, as per following bill : 

Boston Mat 12 *46 

Mr CHARLES, W, DENNISON 
to Benj Abrahams 
1644 
Oct 20 Cash Leent ----.-$5 00 
Nov 28 Cash Leent to bnry Child f - - - 20 00 

Nov 25 Cash Paid for Cord oak wood - - . 6 50 

*< Do Sawing and Pieling - - - - 1 75 



33 26 

Intriest on Do Red Paymt 

Sundry bills in the same connection due others, - 22 00 

Total,* $809 25 

Mr. Abrahams has created the impression that he is on my paper 
to the amount of several hundred dollars ! 

# Mr. Howe's claim is 9800— but he is bound to take $400, if the note is paid within the year. 
We shall see whether I raise the money. I haye strong faith in Ood. 

t Let the public mark this item. This money, which I supposed would be considered as ad- 
yanced to me on the yote for my salary, and which was used to aid me in burying my dead, is now 
demanded of roe, with some thoughts of " interest " I And for not paying this debt, so contracted, 
I am excluded from the church I 

t This is nearly ayery dollar I owe in the world. 



i\ 
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As an offsett to the above, I present the following Order, which has 
been duly forwarded to Mr. Abrahams. I have not heard whether or 
not he accepts it. He certainly ought to accept it, and give me a re* 
ceipt in full. 

I am ready and willing to give my other Baptist creditors orders in 
the same way, which will more than liquidate all that they can claim. 

ORDER FOR MR. ABRAHAM'S BILL. 

To Benjamin Abrhams Esq., 

Treasurer oftJie Boston Bethel Union, for 1844: 

Sir: Please pay Benjamin Abrahams, Esq., or order, $33 25 cents, on account 
of a vote passed by said Bethel Union, while you were its Treasurer, and presid- 
ing at the meeting at which said vote was passed, promising to raise me a salary of 
five hundred dollars per annum, as your chaplain: not one dollar of which salary has 
yet been paid. 

By so doing you will much oblige 

Your fellow laborer. 

In the faith and patience of the saints, 
68 Sdlem Street, > CHARLES W. DENISON. 

Boston, May 22d, 1846. y 

If any further evidence of my uniform determination to do all in ray 
power to pay my old friend Deacon Howe were wanting, I submit the 
following note to him : 

58 Salem Street. 
Friday, May 22d, 1846. 
Deacon Jonathan Howe — ^ 

Sir : As a proof of my anxiety to close our accounts in an honorable manner, I pro- 
pose that if you will print and publish such nautical tales as I will write, the proceeds 
shall be applied, in such a manner as our mutual friends shall say is just, to the liquid--- 
ation of my debt to the Sheet Anchor. 

Sincerely, your well wisher, CHARLES W. DENISON. 

P. S. I usually receive $2 per page of printed matter; but I will write for yon at 
one half that sum. A few hundred pages will ** square the yards " between us. I 
can sometimes finish from ten to thirty pages a day. C. W. D. 

The following letter from Deacon Howe to the proprietor of the 

" Light Ship," will convince the public of the justice of his claim 

•against me. It is no wonder that he offers to sell that claim for a 

dollar! I mean, however, if my life is spared, to pay him the full 

amount : 

Sheet Anchor OrriCE, ) 
Boston, June 4, 1846. y 

Dear Bro. Finch: — Your letter of June 2, is before me. I cannot ** mystify," 
ibr '* the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts;" 1 Chron. xxviii. 9; — " there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; 
neither hid, that shall not be known:*' Matt. xxii. 2; — and " every one of us shall 

five account of himself to God:" Rom. xiv. 12. In compliance with your request, 
propose to purchase the ** Light Ship " at the expense of supplying its subscribers 
obtained during the first three months, gratuitously, and those obtained during the 
second three months for twenty cents each, to the end of their year, you transferring 
your claim on Bro. Clarke, if he shall agree thereto, as payment for the same : on 
condition that no one now interested in the **Light Ship " shall, in any way, be 
accessory to getting up or supporting another seaman's paper.*'* Or I would sell 

♦ This shows one of the reasons of Deacon Howe's course towards me. My commencing the 
Light Ship at New York incensed him greatly ; whereas one of my objecta in my labors for that paper 
waa to pay my debt to the Sheet Anchor. 
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the " Sheet Anchor " to Bro. Finch, on the same condition, (not to publish,) for 
FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS, one thousand at the time of transfer, the balance 
in three equal annual instalments. If I retain it I shall probably increase its subscrip- 
tion list to twice four thousand. 

I believe a personal interview would be of great utility, whether we agree on any 
terms of transfer or not, for weighty reasons. 

Your's seriotuly^ 

JONA. HOWE. 

To encourage my brethren still further to persevere in efforts for 
the happiness of others, and to silence the poisonous tongue of slander, 
I add a statement of my expenses, wardrobe, &c., to show how " ex- 
travagant '' I am, (as is alleged against me.) 

Board, in a quiet family, per week $4 — pier year, - $208 00 

Fuel and lights, per year, ------ 20 00 

Postage and Stationary, - - - , . - - - 25 00 
Donations to benevolent objects, besides the Sheet Anchor 
and Washmgtonian, .-..-- $20 00 

My wardrobe consists of the following : 

1 Sabbath suit, bought last Spring. 

1 common suit, bought a year and a half since. 

1 cloak, costing $6, paid for by a New Year's Address, written for a religious 
paper. 

2 hats, &c. 

1 pair brog^ns, costing a year ago, $2 26 
1 glazed cap, worth 25 cents. 
1 old summer suit. 

8 pair of woolen socks: [Mr. Jona. Howe, 39 Merchant's Row, has the rest of my 
hose, several shirts, and a common summer suit.] 

1 dozen shirts, and a supply of handkerchiefs, bosoms and collars. 

1 umbrella, two presenied canes, 1 pair of old overshoes. 

My new library consists of some fifty volumes — all given to me. A good nucleiui. ^ 

E. E. "Errors excepted." 

Was there ever such a specimen of ministerial extravagance ? Can 
the public wonder, any longer, why my enemies are so tender of my 
reputation ? But let me solemnly assure my persecutors that they can- 
not destroy me, so long as I live a virtuous life. Let them remember 
that while bread and water can be obtained in Boston, I shall remain 
here. Those who so earnestly wish me to leave the city, and who 
have set themselves up as prophets to predict that I shall soon be gone, 
will have to be as grey as the most venerable badger on earth, before 
they enjoy the pleasure of my departure, ^n Boston I shall live. In 
Boston I would lay my bones. 

I have now, for the present, concluded my defence. Should my 
enemies attack me again, I wish them and my friends to understand 
that I am fully prepared to defend myself, at all points. My oppo- 
nents can meet me here, at any time that may suit their convenience. 
I have come to Boston to remain. The benevolent wish of one of my 
enemies that I might go somewhere else and preach, (by which it seems 
he thought me good enough to preach elsewhere, but not good enough 
to preach in Boston,) cannot and will not be gratified. I am very sor- 
ry, indeed, that I cannot oblige him in this particular; but, really, he 
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mudt excuse me. ' My field of labor is among the sea-faring population 
of Boston, — a field opened to me more than six years ago— and, with 
the help of God, I mean to cultivate it to the very best of my ability. 

In summing up this defence, I return my thanks to those who have 
followed me through the details I have been required by a sense of 
duty to present. I am Well aWare that so much personal matter, espe- 
cially when connected with an individual so humble as myself, is lia- 
ble to be tedious; but I could not, in justice to the cause of Christianity 
and my own character, have said less. 

I have spoken boldly and strongly — but I am sure that e^/^ry honest 
man will say it has been none too bold nor too strong for the truth. 
Who have I ofiended in these pages? Is there a true man or woman 
who will blame me for thus defending virtue, and exposing vice? 

From some gentle hints I have received, it is altogether probable 
that two of Mr. Culver's deacons, and one of the proprietors of the 
Tremont "Temple, will charge me with owing them. To put the pub- 
lic on their guard against this new slander, I shall meet and refute it 
here. These gentlemen once advanced me three sums of money, to 
enable me to meet necessary expenses, in the name of a certain benev- 
olent society, of which I was then the agent. The treasurer of that 
society is justly bound to pay them, inasmuch as that society owes me 
arrears of salary, more than enough to meet these demands. Should 
hese gentlemen call on me, either in propria personce or by a proxy 
of any kind, I shall be happy to give them an order on a treasury, of 
which one of their number formerly carried the bag — and who, for 
aught I know, carries it now ! Is not this perfectly fair ? 

A fresh and aggravated instance of persecution is now occurring, 
while I am preparing these pages for the press. Some of my enemies, 
(including several ladies and gentlemen engaged in the murderous 
rum traffic at the North End,) hearing that there was a prospect of my 
friends obtaining for me a much larger and more convenient hall than 
that in which we commenced our meetings, very benevolently interest- 
ed themselves in the affair, called on the agent and lessee of the build- 
ing, exhibited the printed vote of my exclusion, harrangued them 
against me, and assured them it would never do to allow so bad a man 
to preach in such a place ! In this very benevolent movement. Deacon 
Howe has kindly taken part. How far they will be successful in pre- 
venting me from securing any appropriate house for an Independent 
Bethel, remains to be seen. They will please to remember, however, 
while thus charitably employed, that the wharves of Boston will prob- 
ably be left standing, after they have said and done all they can. Our 
ship-board meetings will be continued every spring and summer, as 
long as there is a deck to stand upon, or a pulsation of life in my 
heart. 

** The groves were God's first temples, ere man learned 
To hew the beam, or rear the architrave; " 

and the forests of masts, with the shadow of friendly sails spread over 
us, will furnish a fit Bethel in which to preach Christianity and total 
abstinence to seamen and their friends. 
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The Pilgrims worshipped Jehovah-jireh on a rock ; and their de- 
scendants are not worthy of them if they cannot do the same. 

It has been remarked by one of my villifiers that I am capable of 
any thing. I think he will discover by this time, that I am at least 
capable of defending my reputation from the assaults of slander. For ^ 
what is life without reputation? If I have no other inheritance to 
leave to my only child, I will at least hand down to him a name un- 
Bullied by a single crime. 

There are many, I perceive, who seem astonished at my cheerful- 
ness and excellent health under my repeated trials. 

But they forget the invincible power of a good conscience, when sus- 
tained by the christian religion. Thus aided from on high, thus cakn 
in my own bosom, I am happy and buoyant on the foaming waves. 
"And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is 
good ? " 

I love and can truly adopt the sweet lines of Charles Mackay* 

If thou in darkest days canst find 
An inner brightness in thy mind, 
To reconcile thee to thy kind:-*- 

Whatever obstacles control, 

Thine hour will come — go on — ^true soul! 

Thou'lt win the prize, thou 'It reach the goal. 

If not — ^what matters ? tried by fire. 
And purified from low desire, 
Thy spirit shall but soar the higher. 

Content and hope thy heart shall buoy. 
And men*s neglect shall ne'er destroy 
Thy secret peace, thy inward joy. 

I close with the precious promise made to his people by the eternal 
God : " For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

ERRATA. 

fti consequence of the haste with which these pages have been pushed through the 
press, several errors have occurred. 

In the Preface, the asterisk should come afler the word <* delay," fourth para- 
graph. 

The date of the certificate on page 10, should be April 12, 1845: thirteen days 
before I left the Bethel. 

The date of Mr. Turner's letter, page 19, should be Nov. 29. 

84th page, 15th line from the bottom, for ** belong " read belonging. 

The two last lines on page 15 were transposed in making up, and the error not 
discovered until a part of the edition was printed. 

On page 24, in the vote of the Bethel Society, « Union " street should be. Lewis. 
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JPEPENDENT SEiMSN'S 




Fomtprly EdttOT of llie '■ SHEET ANCHOR," ana flm ChspUia 
«f ihn " DETilEL UNION," finvmeln.;n»d pomimionUv in IloataB. 
hiu n)-«i}mmoDi:«l bis SEAMEN'S MEETINUS. fhey will ba 4 
belli crarjr Sabbaib.ai lJi« uanal hnun, nmlci ihu suiclian of tbs j 

OHANITE HALL, in OEIUtlSH BLOOK. CORNER OF ANN i 
AND DLACKSTONE STREETS. SEATS FREE. 



TEMPERANCE MEETINGS wiU wko place ewoiySDNDAy, 
TOESOAY, and riUDAY iivemnrra, 

ICy-PKAYEK MEETING every WEDNESDAY Eroninff..^ 

A SAUB.VrH SCHOOL, nnd BliiLK CLASSES for f 
ud Vouni: LiiJias. will bo tau^lti every Satibntb. 

BIBLES, TRACTS. nnJ RELIGIOCS and TEMPERANCE 
PAPERS, vrill be aupptiiMl graluitausly u> Seamen. 

rot-' ore tSVTTED u> oiMwi ALL tlie MEETINGS. 



THE LIGHT SHIP. 

THE ASIERICAN 

SEAMEN'S PAPER. 

' EDITED JJY KEV. CHARLES W. DEN'ISON, 

The originator or the '-SBEET A>X'llOR.» 

PublUlieil iwici! a tnotilli, sitnoltnneoualy, in EiMlon, Nawr York,J 
PbiUdelpluft and Bnltimitte. 



LEARNED, TOM?SON & CO., PrppricWn, 

' i' Urn 

Terii)'.— Om itiUar per anntoKt in adfOHce. 



Comer of Siato at. and Mercbanla' Ruw, BtfttUm. 



Cv'Tltis paper coolains n jgrirat van»ly of ntrful infoTTMlion on 1 
nnnticnl roallors, such u Shipping LtsU, Mannv NutkK«i DJsaslcrti ] 
and many miscellaooatu ari)cl«s- 

Sijb«cnptiiK)a iMpecifnUy solicited. No pMCagc in Biuloo, nor 
wiiliin tbirlf niil«s._ 




This book should be returned to 
the Ubrary on or befbre the last 6aA 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is inoumd 
by retaining it beyond the speoilled 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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